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T^HOUGH introduaory mat- 

-*" ter, at the fir ft view, may 

appear very fimple, yet an intelli* 

gest reader will readily admit the 

JiecefEty of it: indeed, from its 

very general ufe in the worlds. vsrc 

I may term it highly |efientiaL< To 

t prove this fijguratively, we will 

I fuppofe a timid vifitoc making, a 

firft 
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firft appearance, amidft a group of 
fafliitmaWe belles and Kraux ; wti<5> 
in fpite of every modeft external,* 
loudly join in ccnfuring the poor 
ftranger, becaufe he, or fhe, Iwp- 
pen to fall under the unlucky pre- 
dicament of being one, that — no- 
body knows. An admired author 
fays, ** A compofftion that enters^ 
the world with a view of improv- 
ing or amuiing it, has a claim 
to our. utmofl; inxiulgfence, eveii 
though it fail of the effedl in tender 
ed.*^ More might be faid on the 
fubjeftj but if we believe the af-^ 
feveratiofts'of fome erfiiihent pub^-^ 
Hihers, Effay writing is totally 
^ 3 out 
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beauty arid regularity of arcHitcc^ 
ture was hot the work of a day > 
This confidered, candid criticifn\ 
will relax a little of its feverity^ 
in favour of a female candidate, 
whofe errors (rtruft)are thofe of 
the head, not the heart. Men of 
might, be merciful !— let not the 
torrent of your ' difapprobation '^ 
fweep away my humble dwelling, 
nor expofe with a t6b hairfh fevc* 
rity, the iftipJerfecaiofts of my i^a-. 
brick, to eyes kfs difccrning thaft 
yoOr own* 

To roy fail" readers, 1 need fay 
littk: virtue and humanity is the 

natural 
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natural growth of their bofoms : 
confcious that neither of thefe 
heavenly attributes will receive 
the leaft check from my Louifa, 
I doubt not their candour ; and if 
my heroine merit one tear of 
fenfibility^ am amply fatisfied. 

It remains now only to fay, 
that as natural fidlion, judicioufly 
blended with diverfity, is the 
moft agreeable charaileriftic of 
Novel writing ; that relation 
muft be doubly pleafing, which 
boafts of out-Lnes founded in 
truch; and can point to living 

examples 
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examples of 'fuilbring viltue (in 
the %nd} meeting their d<ie re- 
ward. 
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OR, THE 



COTTAGE ON THE MOOR. 



AT the foot of a high hill, 
on a large trad: of barren 
land, known by the name of 
Stanmore, about fcven miles froml 
Kendal, in the county of Weft- 
moreland ; ftood a fmall cot, 
whofe thatched roof tempted not 
Vol. L _ B the 
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the xxildnight robber^ noryetwhofe 
penurious afpedl feemed to refufe 
(in this drckry fpot) comfort to 
the diftrefled traveller. 

On a frofty night, the latter end 
of December (when the mild ra- 
diance of the moon, to a mind at 
cafe, might have made even this 
rough fcenc delightful) — the in- 
habitants of the cottage were dif- 
turbed by: a loud knocking, .which 
was a^fwered Jby a female voice, 
Vfko from a window in the up- 
per ilory demanded the reafon of 
this late alarm ! Accents which 
at once befpoke pity, and claimed 
from the humanized mind im« 

mediate 



^ 
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mediate fuccour, reached the cw 
of the iiUerr0g4ter to the follow- 
ing purport ;t— " Al^s ! if ypu jtcw 
fufe me ei^trance, here nuift I 
periih. I h^vfi wanifcred iag>idft 
iheic wilds tiU cold h^^ ^lm<i^ 
deprived me of fenfatioii/* Tha 
ftranger ceafed, rr- the hofpitablc 
wicket opened wide^ and difco.-^ 
vcred to the pitying pqrti^fs a fe-* 
male linking with fatigue; the 
fucc curing arm of Mary (for fo 
was the attendant of the cottage 
named) was immediately held put 
~r** Fear not. Madam, faid ilje, ' 
lean on me, I will condud you to 
my miftrefs, who will glaf!ly,?fford 
you every afliftancein her power/' 
B z With 



( 4 ) 

With* feeble ftep and flow the ben ighN 
cd ftronger reached the apartment of 
the miftrefs of this humble man-* 
fion, who rofe to receive, and wel- 
come her unexpedted gueft; then 
turning to Mary, ordered her to 
bring fome warm wine, and mend 
the half cxtinguiflied fire. Mary 
had a heart that needed no prompt- 
ing to tendernefs and humanity, 
her miftrefs was therefore imme- 
diately obeyed. 

When the ilranger had talcen 
fome refrefhmcnt, and vital warmth 
had diflfufed itfelf on her limbs^ 
£he returned fuch thanks as con- 

winced 
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vinced Mrs. Rivers (the miftrefs 
of the cottage) that her prepof-r 
fcflions in favour of her new gueft 
were not ill founded. The ladies 
BOW had leifure to Examine each- 
other, though not witlx the Su- 
percilious eye of envy with which 
the modern Belle obferves her co- 
temporary irt drefs and fafliion : 
]^crQ every fre(h glance difcovered x 
i>cw grace, or additional virtue, 
fuch is the power of fym pa thy oa 
uncorriipted minds. The ftrari- 
ger found her entertainer polTcfled 
of beauty, though at the age of 
thirty-fix^ nor was it leffened by 
the plain mourning habit fhe wore- 
B 3 Native 
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Native dignity fliotic confpicuou*, 
though woe had ftrongly marked 
her lovely features with his iron 
traits* The fair wanderer (who 
Was named Louifa) appeared to 
Mrs. Rivers about feventeen ; 
ihe was tall and elegantly formedj^ 
her complexion of the moft tranf- 
parent fairhefs, her lovely down- 
caft blue eyes feemed furctics that 
innocence and virtue dwelt within. 
The pale blufli of her cheek w^s 
admirably contrafted by the ver- 
milion of her lips, which opened 
on rows of pearl ; bright auburn 
locks (whofe ringlets needed not 
the ftffiftance of art) fell negli- 

gently 
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gently on her fnowy neck ; in fine^ 
'{he was lovelinefs itfelf, without 
the aid of ornaq^ent. 

For fomc moments, did the hu- 
mane Mrs. Rivers furvey the love- 
ly d 5 flrefled in filent forrow, her 
furcharged heart overflowing irt 
pearly drops to think fo delicate a 
form Ihould be cxpofed to the 
dangers^ of the night and incle- 
mency^ of the feafon ; curiofity, 
though in general, predominant in 
a female breaft^ was here abforbed 
by gentle pity; This tender fen- 
fa tion was hdwevef changed into 
a fudden -ftart, and look of bor- 
B 4 ror^ 
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rot, on pjerceiving feveral fpots of 
blood on the fair ftranger's hablt^ 
and her inq[uiring eye feemed to 
demand explanation of what fhe 

almpft dreaded to hear ! Mrs* 

Rivers's ftrong emotion was not 
unobferved by Louifa, who calling 
her eye downward, perceived the 
caufe : ^* You have feen, Madam^ 
faid fhe» what till this mon^ent 
was unknown to royfelf;. think 
not unfavourably of me if I ap- 
pear confufed, it is not from con- 
fcious guilt, but the recoUedion 
pf dangers which I have this night 
^j(caped; this blood was £hed in a 
jnomeixt of defperation, to pre* 

fervc 
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ferve a wretched girl her 6nly po^ 
feflion/' '^ Alas ! returned Mrs^. 
Rivers, earn any thing authorize a 
deed fo (hocking to humanity ?"— 
*** Yes, Madam, replied Louifa, 
the defence of intiocence and vir- 
tue ; but for that wound, which, 
however, I hope is flight, I 
had been deprived of both. If I 
have not already too far trefpafled 
on your goodnefs, I will relate 
the caufe of my appearing before 
you in this ftrange fituatidn, and 
at fo late an hous." 

The mnoccnce of Louifa^s man-* 

ncr, and readinefs to fatisfy afiy 

E 5 doubt 
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doubt; pleaded ftrongly ^ith MtB. 
Rivers {in wbofc bofom fhc had 
a powerful advocate from the firft 
moiherit erf their meeting). — *' Not 
to night, faid that lady, yo«r ex*- 
Bauiled ftrength ai>d fpirits re- 
quire reft. If you caa fpar c me a 
little time from happier connec* 
tions, I fliain>e much pleafed v^ith 
your company at the cottage/* 
ILiOuifa raifed her eyes to heaven,, 
deeply fighed, bowed her thanks, 
and retired with'Mary^ who waited 
to light her to her chamber^ 

On Mary's return^ fhte found 
her miftrefs loft in thought, which 

fhe 
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ffie interrupted by exclaiming, 
^* Blefs me. Madam, do you re- 
colle(3: any one like this young 
lady ?" " No,'' returned Mrs. 
JRivers; ** Then ^ Madam, replied 
Mary, you muft haVef . forgot 
yourfelf, when about her age, 
for the former part of yotir life 
is renewed in her every look ahA 
motion." Mary awakened a pain- 
ful fenfation, and recalled afflidionp* 

gave its accuftomed tribute a 

tear. ** Let us hope> Mary, faid. 
the good Jady, a happier fortune 
than mine awaits her, whatever 
may be the refemblance of our 
perfons/* . 

B 6 Mary^ 
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Mary, though in a ftation of life 
•inferior to Mrs. Rivers, had a 
heart replete with goodnefs, and 
fincerely accorded with that lady in 
.her well-wiihes to the fair flranger, 
whom they did not fail to remem- 
ber in their orifons to that Power 
who fometimes (for his own wife 
purpofes) may chaftife, but is 
never deaf to -the prayer of the 
virtuous. 

And now> for a few hours, the 
inhabitants of this lonely cot were 
loft in filence, though fleep re- 
fufed its foft dominion over Mrs. 
Rivers and her fair gueft ; the for- 
mer 
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mcr refleded with amazement on 
the ftrangenefs of her meeting 
with fo lovely a! girl, and, if for a 
moment the idea withdrew itfelf, 
a heayyx figh from the latter (from 
whom (he was only feparated by a 
flight partition) again gave it frefh 
ftrength. Towards morning their 
woe- worn fouls forgot tlheir for- 
rows in gentle flumbers, but foon 
Louifa waked, and fearing (he 
might keep her hofpi table enter- 
tainer waiting, haftily rofe and went 
down to the apartment (he was in 
the night before. Mrs, Rivers 
having not yet made her appear- 
ance, ihe had an opportunity of 
' \ ^ obferving 
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obferving the cottage, which the 
-coiifufion of , her thoughts the 
night before prevented. It was 
plain, and the only thing that 
trould make it fuperior to any other, 
was neatnefs, a fmall harpfichord, 
twp (helves of books, containing 
fome of the befl: theological and 
poetic works extant. All further 
Examination was flopped by the 
entrance of Mrs. Rivers, who again 
welcomed and faluted her fair 
vifitor. Louifa now offered to 
fulfil her laft night's promife, and 
give her kind entertainer fome ac- 
count of.herfclf. ^* You promifed 
mc, laft night, your attenlioni ma- 
- . dam;^ 
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dam, iaid fli^^ may I now ra^ 
trude ?" ** I had rathei:, returned 
Mrs. Rivers, that a few day^ 
&oulti calm that pei'tuf bation of 
fpirit$, which at prefent fa tiiiUy 
difturbs you ; a recital of what is 
fo lately paft, will but renew yoiir 
forrows ; in the mean time be af- 
furedy I believe you innocent of 
ill, nor would I for the world 
ihank the contrary, if you caa 
prefer this foUtude to the gaiety of 
the world (which at your age muft 
have charms)> you are welcome : 
Nay, no thanks (for Louifa at- 
tempted to fpeak), I am the oblig- 
ed. I find myfclf attach6d to you 

by 
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by a power, which I neither ftriy;? 
or wifli to withftand." Louifa^s 
breaft was too fitll for utterance^j 
tears iifurped the place of words, 
which the amiable Mrs. Rivers 
perceiving, changed the fubje<ft by 
tellii>g l^r fair gueft it was the 
hour appropriated for morning de- 
votion. We have not, continued 
ihe, a church nearer than feven 
miles > for my own part,. I do not 
think prayer lefs acceptable to the 
Almighty, though afcending from 
, a cottage." After about an hou^r 
paffcd in fupplication, Mary re- 
tired to the call of ind-uftry; and 
Mrs. Rivers tofurnifh a change gf 

Jincn 
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linen for Louiia, who cleared her 
habit of thofe fanguinary drops 
with which it was fpotted. 

The remainder of the day was 
fpent in converfetion ; and friend- 
ihip, fwift as the moments flew, 
increafed in their fympathiiing 
bofoms : but though Louifa felt 
its foothing power, flic could not 
reftraiti - the riling tear ; he^ agi-^ 
tation was confiderably increafed, 
when the little clock on the table 
ftruclcfix : ** Exactly at this time, 
faid (he, laft night, I began my 
weary walk — after fuch a fcenc 
•—the wound I gave — rHeaven par- 
don- 



( i8 ) 

dpfi me-~'twas defigned for my 
own bofom----but thy all-feeing 
eye direc^lcd my trembling hand, 
and fixed it in his vicious arm/'' 
Reeolledion could no longer fuf- 
tain the painful idea---fhc ceafed 
and fainted. Mrs, Rivers flew to 
her affiftance, and with the aid of 
Mary (who was atmoft as much 
ftttichcd to her as her miftrcfs)^ 
flic foon recovered,^ and apologized 
to her b^nefadrefs, who, though 
grieved at her fituation, was not 
difpleafcd to hear the wound fpokc 
of was in the arm, from thence 
concluding it not dangerous j and 
though £hc much wifhcd to hear 

the 
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the whole of this myfterious rela- 
tion^ yet the goodnefs of her own 
heart would not permit that of 
Louifa's to be wounded by the re- 
cital of misfortunes, whofe im- 
jpreflioiis were fo freihly engraven^ 
on it. ^ 

When Louifd's tears had a little 
jfubikledi and penfive calmnefs had 
ag;ain taken poffeffion of her bo* 
fom, Mrs* Rivers, to divert hef 
thoughts from a recolledlion <>f 
paft ills, addreffed her in the fol- 
lowing manner : ** My dear Lou- 
ifa, excufe my calling you fo, 
ffiendfliip deals not in compli- 
ment,, 
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ilient, I will inform you how I 
came to take up my refidencc in 
this defolate uninhabited fpot. Yow, 
I truft, have many happy hours to 
coiTie ; my misfortunes are beyond 
the reach of fate ; here have I pafled 
thefe laft fifteen years, and here 
do I mean to finifti my weary 
jiilgrimagc /* — a half fmothered 
6gh now heaved the bofom of the 
gentle nai rator, on recounting events 
ftill painful, though long paft j 
while the foft radiance of Louifa's 
eye, gave the tribute of a commi- 
ierating tear to forrows, which 
(for a while) fufpended the rccot* 

kdlion of her own. A paufc of a 

few 
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'few moments cnfued, which was 
interrupted by Mrs. Rivers dcfir- 
ing Mary to fet a glafs of water bc^ 
fore her; this done, that Lady 
jecounted her ilory as follows : 



J€( 



My father was the only fon 
of a gentleman of fmall fortune, 
who had a place in one of the 
public offices, which brought him 
about four .hundred pounds a year.^ 
By living up Xo the full of what he 
ppffefled, hehaditonly in his power 
to procure a pair of colours for hi& 
fon; who, however, did not re- 
main in that ftate long j for bravely 
4iilinguiihing himfelf, and oili- 

ccr^ 
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«t4^ ^ lii^))tr niDk having loft' 
^idr li^c^ ia die icmcc of their 
CiMmirr^ he £mq obtained a com- 
fkinyw H^e n^ment being much 
^iuUod tnis orieied honiey where^ 
ukrKsaMiaii^^ tvro years, he doied 
lu$ <»bly pKtre3it''$ eyes (his mo- 
ther ex J^i^ing in giving him birth). 
Bcin^ kik without friends or rc- 
ktire$s K^ wilfced feaccidy to be 
KoJttcd to Ft.»dkr^ i: whidi in a 
littfe tirae luppesed: Ibon after 
ki$ airival in tliat coiuitiT, he 
lawfkd the daughter cfan officer 
ktrly de4d> vcho h^ two tlioofiLnd 
]KHUids in thft £riti(h fands* I 
was bora in about a year after this 

maniage. 
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marriage, and the year following, 
my father was again ordered ta 
England, to the great joy of my 
mother. In fliort, not to tire you, 
we returned home, and pafled five 
years of inexpreflible felicity. My 
father being on full pay, and my 
mother an excellent ceconomift, 
her fnull fortune remained in the 
funds, except the intereft, which 
fhe received yearly. This happi- 
nefs was loo great to be lafting; my' 
father was again ordered to Ger-» 
many, my mother (whom nothing 
could difluade) being determined 
to accompany him. I was, after 
numberlefs -tears on all fides, placed 

in 
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in 2 rcpotoble boarding £jiool, a 

gentlcrxLia of the name of RircrSy 
who had been greatlj iailrumental 
to the promctiGa of my father, 
luTing the arc of mc 

'' At this fchool I remained for 
more than three years, hearing 
from my parents every opportu- 
nity. Though my grief at their 
firft going was very violent, yet 
the company of my youthful mates 
ibon changed it to a pleafing wiih 
ibr their quick return. 

^* Mr. Rivers (my Guardian) 

was married to a very amiable 

•' lady 
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lady with a large fortune^ who 
by her tendernefs in fupplying all 
tny little wants) I regarded as a. 
mother^ and by her conduct it was 
plainly evinced ^ur affedion was 
reciprocal* 

^^ In one of my vacations (which 
were always fpcnt with her) fhe 
was gloomy and melancholy, and 
if by my carefles I ftrove to know 
the caufe, fhe would turn and 
wipe away a tear ; at length, fear- 
ing I might hear (not in fo tender 
a manner as hcrfelf difclofed it), 
ihe informed me of the death of 
my father, and her cxpedancy of 

Vol. !• C my 
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my mother's return. My grief 
was exceflive at this mournful 
ntws, and not decreafed by her 
arrival fome days after^ attended 
^ith a hearfe, in which was the 
body of my affe<5tionate parent. 
Her look was fo changed that it 
was fcarcely poffible to recoiled 
her, and her grief, which was not 
of the violent fort, feemed the 
fettled gloom of dcfpair. Some- 
times fhe gazed on njc till the 
tears which were pent up in her 
overcharged heart, burft forth and 
eafed her labouring bofom; then 
fnatching me in hw arm^, .ex- 
claimed^ — * I will conguer.this^tt-- 

javailinj^ 
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tavaHing grief, and live to proteQ: 
all that remains of the beft of men 
—it was hislaftdefire — Merciful 
Heaven give me ftrength to obey 
^im^' 

^*Mrs. Rivers tried every metliod 
friendfhip could devife to comfort 
her, and not without difEculty 
perfuaded her to fufl^ the loved 
^lay (he had brought to far to be 
-depofited in the family vault of 
the Rivers. 
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My mother has fince told me, 

^e day preceding that on which 

<ny father loft his life, feeing her 
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drowned In tears, he intreated her 
not to give way to forrow, that 
whatever might be the event of the 
f blowing day, to live for my fake.; 
* — befide, my love, faid he, we 
have known more happinefs in 
thefe few years than many expe- 
rience in their loiigeft lives. Then 
woHnd not your heart with evik 
that may never happen, but with 
your ufual ferenity expel the gloom 
your tears have fpread on, my 
fpirits/ 

'* Alas !— my mother's forbod- 
ings wrei-e too true ; when my fa- 
ther^ after embracing, parted with 

her 
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her in th^ morning, fhc remained* 
in a ftate almoft of infenfibility, 
until the entrance of a foldier fhook 
her from her reverie. He in- 
formed her (with refpeft, and as 
much tenderncfs as his time would 
allow) that his captain had re- 
ceived a wound, that fearful of 
alarming her in that ftatc, had 
fent this meffage in feme meafure 
to prepare her for the fhock.-— 
♦ They have killed him then !' faid 
fhe, with a look that fpoke her 
inward horror. — * No, Madam, he 
is not dead ; his lamenting foldiers 
are now bearing him home/ 
Scarcely had he pronounced it 
C 3, ere 
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ere rhey entered with my father iru 
their arms, who had received x 
muflcet fliot in his br^aft. My 
unhappy mother remained rivettcd 
to the fpot, her eyes raifed to hea- 
ven,, and loll in agony unutterable ^ 
my father holding out his hand, 
faid, — * My dear Emlly,^ why wilt 
you think fo deeply ? Ihave only 
paid the debt every man owes ta 
God and his country. I am fpared 
to breathe my laft iigh in thy arms,, 
to blefs thee and our little one be- 
fore I quit this for a happier ftate t 
had I expired witlieut the fatis- 
fadion of bidding thee adieu, 
grief had then been, more juftj 
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' AhiS !— returned my mother,-— 
why do you attempt to fpeak com- 
fort to a wretch bereaved of every 
hops?* ' Again, let me intreatyou, 
faid he, not to wafte the little time 
allotted me in unavailing forrow ; 
would you deprive our dear child 
of thp only fupport and guardian . 
of her youth ? for now, Emily, you 
are her all/ — The entrance of the 
furgeon prevented his faying more, 
who after defiring my mother's 
ab fence, examined the wound, 
which he pronounced mortal; My 
father calmly anfwered, I feel not 
for myfelf, I knew it was fatal the 
moment I received it ; but for that 
C 4 amiable 
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amiable woman who has juft feft 
us, let me intreat your tendered 
care ; perfuade her to return to 
England as foon as poffible. Alas I 
fhe has no one here to fpeak com- 
fort in her afflidion ; to you, fir, 
I apply, having proof of your hu- 
ii"i:ini!:V b" *^^ i»rfrpation vou oaid 
a flight wound I received the firft 
engagement I ever was in. Let me 
intreat you to wear this ring (tak- 
ing one of value from his. finger) 
as a metnorial of my friendfhip/ 
The furgeon received the ring, and 
promifed to fulfil his requeft. My 
mother now entered, filent and 
fad i the furgeon offered to with- 
draw 
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draw. * Do not go, faid my father, 
I feel a little faint ; Emily, give me 
your hand, for heaven's fake take 
comfort/ Nature aln^^ft cx-^^ 
haufted, he fainted — my mother 
imagined him dead, cafl her de<* 
fpairing eyes firft on him, then to 
heaven, and fell fenfelefs by his 
fide; the furgeon was obliged to 
call ailiftance, as both remained 
deprived of fenfe and motion«^ 
My father firft revivedji and my 
unhappy mother, by the ufe of 
drops, was foon reftoied to the 
painful icene before her* 

•Now, my dear Emily, falJ 
C 5 thi* 
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this affedlonate hufband^ let me 
conjure you no longer to detain^ 
by your violent emotion, my foul 
in this painful tenement, but kneel 
and join with me, iit intreating 
protedion for you, and pardon for 
my offences from that Power whofc 
mercy I doubt not/ She dxopt oil: 
her trembling knees. My father 
feemed tb pray for about a quarter 
of an hour, then feebly preffing 
my mother's ha«d,. faintly pro- 
nounced — *Aknighty God, prote(3: 
her' — bowed his head upon her 
breaft and expired." 

^ Mrs, Rivers ceafed and dropt a 

filial 
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filial tear, Louifa s long reftrained 
fympathifing forrow burft forth- 
After a paufe of a few minutes,, 
the eldeft of the Ladies- rofe : ** I 
had this account, nvy dear Louifa^ 
faid fhe^ from Mr. Bennet (the 
furgeon who attended my father) - 
But we will talk no more on thefa 
mournful fubjeds to night, to-^ 
morrow we will renew them y it 
is- now almofl fupper time.. The* 
interval we will fpend ia mufick/*^ 
She fat down to the harpfichordK 
and foon convinced her guefl:^ 
though now hid under a thatched 
toof^ fhe had harmony of voica 
C 6 aaA 
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and execution of finger that would 
have graced a drawing room. 

When the hymn was finished, 
Louifa agreeably furprifed her, by 
playing in her turn, attended by a 
voice whofe fweetnefs might have 
taught melody to the foft breath- 
ings of the flute. 

Mary now entered with their 
fupper, which confided of vegeta- 
bles and eggs. Mrs. Rivers apo- 
logized to her gueft by informing 
her the butcher vifited them only 
weekly, at which time they took 
provifions for the fpace till his re- 
turn. 
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torn. ** As toother things, Mary 
vifits Kendal three or four times a 
year, our bread is baked at home, 
and our little garden, by the in- 
duftry of an old man who fome- 
times attends, fupplies us with a 
great deal. When I firft retired 
here, Mat-y bought a quantity of 
fowls, but I grew fo attached ta 
my feathered companions, that I 
would not by any means liave them 
hurt. They well repay our kind- 
nefs, we have plenty of eggs, 
which is of material fervice to us*** 

The fupper finifhcd, our gentle 
cottagera retired to reft, and balmy 

lleep 
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flcep (kinder than the night be-- 
fore) foon overcame their woes iit 
airy vifions of ideal happinefs. 

Soon as the nwrning gave lights 
which was not till the hour of 
feven^ Louifa rofe, and after in- 
treating the guidance of that Pow- 
er, whom neither profperity, or 
adverfity, could make her forget,, 
defcended to the parlour, from 
whofe window (he pafled her time 
(till Mrs. Rivers joined her) ia 
ftrewing crumbs to. numberlefa 
birds,, which the bitternefs of the 
weather forces to draw nigh to the 
babitation of inhuman man, who* 

regardlefs 
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fegardkfs of th« mercy that fhoulcJ 
accompany the image of his crea- 
tor, as they chirping in treat his 
favour, barbaroufly flioots and eafes 
their wants by laying them breath-- 
lefs on the frozen ground. 

Others^ unmindful of the joys of 
plenty, a gentle confort, and play- 
ful children, who by their cherub 
fmiles intreat their ftay, haftily 
rife ere the day begins to dawn, 
and galloping over hedge and 
ditch, purfue with unwearied ar- 
dour — a trembling hare, who flies 
even at the ruftling of the leaves. 
Unmanly talk ! if you muft delight 

ia 
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Sn fuch pleafurts^ feck not a timid 
foe, from conqueriDg whom no ho- 
nour can rcfult. Such were the co« 
^tations of Louifa's gentle breaft^ 
until joined by her kind enter* 
tainer ; breakfaft was then intro* 
duced^ after which the day was 
ipent by our new acquainted 
friends much as the preceding one. 
Towards evening Mrs* Rivers 
thus continued her narrative* 

*' For a fortnight after my fa- 
ther's deathj my unhappy mo- 
ther remained infenfible» in which 
ilate her woes had certainly con- 
cluded^ had not the unwearied 

care 
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care and attention of Mr. Ben-* 
net, who fpared no means that art 
or friendlhip could devife to fave 
her life, reflored her fenfes to a 
painful tranquillity, 

*^ Finding her one day more 
comDofed than ufual- he infru-nr**/* 

her of my father's defire that (he 
fhould return to England as foon 
as poflible : — * Alas ! faid fhe, I 
wifti to clafp my fatherlefs child^ 
but never can I leave the remains 
of the heft of men in a country 
that has murdered him, and ren- 
dered me the moft wretched of 
women.' * I have thought of 

this 
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thfs difFculty, faid he, aod pro- 
vided for it; the body of Mr. 
Clairville is inclofed in lead, and 
may be removed vs^ith eafc ; there- 
fore, let me intrcat you to obey 
his lafl commands, nor remain 
l6nger in a place, v\rhich inftead of 

Qimtniming', wm i^««» «.«^.^-*«^ 
your grief/ She returned thanks^ 
accompanied by many tears, to 
this worthy man, whom (he de- 
fired to write Mr. Rivers an 
account of her misfortune;, and 
now fhe needed no haftening ta 
depart, as the remains of her be- 
loved hufband were to accom- 
pany her. 

* She 
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** She arrived in England three 
weeks after Mr. Rivers received 
the letter. In Mrs. Rivers {he 
found a fympathifing friend ; for 
him, (though he profeffed vafl 
elleem for my father, and had in- 
deed materially ferved him) he 

was fo loft in pleafufes as gave ftt- 
tie time for any thing but the com* 
plimentary condolance of fafliion, 

*' After fome - little time my 
mother and myfelf retired to a 
finall houfe in Bcrkfhire, where 
her time was fpent in perfedling 
rae in what I had already learned,, 
and teaching me mufick. The 

amiable 
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amiable Mrs. Rivers often ho- 
noured our little habitation witb 
her company, alleviating my mo- 
ther's uneafy thoughts of leaving 
me friendlcfs (as flie vifibly de- 
clined} by promifes of friendflMp^ 
and protcdtion* 

^* In fine, fomcthing more thaa 
three years after lofing one parent 
I became an orphan. My mother 
finding her diflblution near, wrote 
to Mr. Rivers, entreating his pro- 
tedtion of me ; he returned an an- 
fwer, with a promife on his ho- 
nour to execute her requcft. Now, 
for the firft time fince my father's 

death. 
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4]eatb^ (though unable to leave her 
bed) (be feemed cheerful* As I 
knelt weeping by her fide, — * Ma- 
ria, my love, faid (he, do not weep; 
if you knew the anguifli I have 
long fuftained, }K>a would rather 
rejoice than grieve, that in laying 
down pain, I take up never-end- 
ing happinefs. Mrs. Rivers will 
fupply my place, with her you 
will not want a mother's tcnder- 
aefs ; obey her, look on her as my 
reprefentative, and may you never 
know fuch forrow as your un- 
liappy mother/ 

• 
Mrs. Rivera Hopped^ and had 

recourfc 
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recourfe to the water that flood hy 
lier fide 3 then raifing her eyes to 
•heaven, — Alas! expiring faint, faid 
ihe, thy unhappy daughter was 
doomed to experience thy fate to 
its utmoft limits, — widowed,— 
childlefs — friendlefs, and yet to 
live to bear a load of woes foryears. 
But Loutfa, I diftrefs you, par- 
don me, it was involuntary ; in a 
moment I will continue and haften 
to the end of this painful nar- 
rative. 

^^ The evening after Mr. JRi- 
vers's letter arrived, my mother 
ilept for fome hours ; near ten (he 

waked^ 
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waked^ and holding out her hand, 
faid with a fmile,— * Mafia, the 
hours of pain are .paft, nxethought 
in this blcft fleep my foul had 
^ quitted its earthly tenement, and 
reached the realms of blifs. The 
firfl; bright (pirit I met was thy 
father: — Now Emily, faid he, 
griefis changed to joy, we meet to 
part no more. Though I felt in- 
expreflible delight, I could not re- 
frain faying — AJas, Maria is left 
behind. Eear not for her, re- 
turned he, though various ills fur- 
round her, fhe will go fmoothly 
^down the vale of life. He led me 
on, and I was loft in rapture.' She 

ccafed^ 
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ceafed, and by the motion of her 
lips, feemed to pray for about an 
hour,, when preffing my hand, 
which was inclofed in hers, arti- 
culately iaid, — Ckirville, I ^come, 
and without a £gh refigned her 
Jfoul to the Almighty Giver. 

^< I ihall pafs over wliat fol- 
lowed; fufiice it the generous 
Mrs. Rivers fetched me two days 
after, leaving orders for my mo- 
ther's funeral, who was removed 
and laid by my father* 

•^ Mr. Rivers wdcomed me 

with tendernefs, and after fomc 

3 time 
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time I grew tolerably compofed, 
endeavouring by attention to oblige 
my only friends, nor was my af- ^ 
fiduity unfuccefsful, Mr^ Rivers 
feemed fond of me, and his lady 
was indeed a fecond mother* 

*^ I had lived near three years at 
Mr. Rivers's, when a nephew of 
that gentleman, the fon of his 
only brother, arrived in England j 
he was about twenty years old, the 
laft fix he had pafled in the Eaft- 
Indies with his father, who pof- 
fefllng a younger brother's for^ 
tune, fought to improve it in 
that country; hovvever, at the 
Vol. I. D expiration 
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expiration oiF that time, jbis patii** 
mony was only increafed from Hnre 
> to eight thouian4 pounds^ iTvhicii, 
when dying, he bequeathed to his 
fon, paying the comptiment to 
his brother Rivers of making htm 
truftce, till Henry acquired th^ 
age of twenty-four. This young 
gentlen^ao^ joined to an agreea» 
hie figure a cultivated underhand- 
ingji and a heart free from vice ; he 
was prefumptive heir to Mr. Ri- 
vers, who was childlefs. No won- 
der that poffeiTed of fuch a mind 
and perfon, Henry made an im- 
preffiononmy unexperienced heart, 
an imprefEon, though youthful, 

that 
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that will laft till thk agooieed 
bceaft fhall ceaic to heai^ & figh to 
bis beloved memory^ . . 

<^ Our partiality was mirtnalj cm 
my &ie» hid in my ovrn li^ciaft; on 
his, ihewn ixk a thopl^ litde at- 
teatioost whichj .to ant indiSerent 
eye might pafs for fnendj(hip, hut 
to a man pofleiTed of a knowledge 
of the world, like Mr. Rivers^ was 
eafily difcovered. 

** Youngs unexperienced^ what was 

my furpriie to find another perfon 

acquainted with what was almoft 

unknown to my own heact* Mrs. 

D 2 Rivers, 
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Rivers, ever afliduous to fmooth 
the thorny paths of life, was by 
the call of foft humanity (a call 
£kc never reiifted) obliged to at* 
tend an expiring friend, a few 
miles from London, purpofing to 
pafs the night there, and return 
the following day. I was pre- 
vented accompanying her, by a 
flight cold, and the order of the 
Phyiician, who deflred me not to 
venture out. 

<^ I had dined with Mr. Rivers 
and Henry, after which the eldeft 
of thofe gentlemen faid to his ne- 
phew,—* Henry, will you give me 

your 
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your company this evening ?' Hen- 
ry obeyed, and I retired to Mrs. 
Rivers's drefling room, where 
taJking up a book I continued read- 
ing until a gentle tap at the door 
difturbed me^ which when opened 
was Mr. Rivers !—* Maria, faidhe, 
you feem furprifed , I want fome 
tea, will you dp me the favor to 
make it ?' I bowed, but my eyes 
were fixed on the door, expelling « 
Henry's appearance ^ my abfence 
of mind was not loft on Mr. Ri- 
vers, who divined thecaufe. * I have 
left Henry, faid he, at Mrs. Sel- 
'by*s aflembly ; he feemed enter- 
tained, and not willing to difturb 
D 3 his 
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his mirthf I flipped out, as I have 
fome unavoidable buiineis this 
evening/ I felt an unufual glow 
on my cheeks at his fo eafily 
gueffing my thoughts.—* Do not 
blufh, Maria> continued he, at 
finding me acquainted with th^ 
ftate of your heart, t have for 
fome time perceived it, for believe 
me the eye of true friendfliip 
reads the thoughts of thofe it 
efteems. But let me intreat you, 
my dear giri, (taking my hand) 
not to fuffer an idle, childifhpaffion 
to take root in a breaft I fo much 
value. Henry does not deferve 
you, he is unacquainted witir your 

worth ; 
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W4>rlh i he is too young, and (I am 
lorry to add) too gay to think of 
marriage. Do not b^elieve, my 
charming Maria, I have any mer- 
cenary views in this advice; no, on 
my hom)Uf| your bappintfs i^ my 
6niy cdnc«n> t and fo far fr«>m^ 
thinking your alliance wouM dif- 
grace my family, I (hould think you 
the brighteft gem that ever adorned 
it. Indeed^ fir, faid I, not daring 
to lift my eyes, never can my 
heart, where gratitude is predomi- 
nant, fo ill repay the many fa* 
vours conferred (had even Mr. 
Rivers a partiality for me, which 
I am not vain enough to imagine) 
D 4 to 
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to confcnt to what muft leflcn him 
in the opinion of his family^ and 
deprive me of the friendfhip of one 
I value above my exiftcnce. I 
efteem, I refpe<ft Henry's virtues ; 
be, taught by the example of Mrs. 
Rivers and yourfelf, may fhew 
too much refped: to an unfortunate 
girl, who fpoiled by kindnefs, 
fometimes forgets her duty/ *Nay, 
now you are too grave, faid he, 
and highly over-rate any little fa- 
vours you may receive, and which 
your merit might intitle you to 
tenfold ; but tell me, my fweet 
girl, who is the friend you value 
^boveyour exijienceT ' Mrs. Rivers, 

Sifj^ 
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Sir, and happy (hall I think my* 
felf if fhe will accept my endea- 
vours through life to oblige her ; 
I wifli no other fituation ; a hap- 
pier I cannot have/ * So, Maria, 
then I am quite excluded, faid he/ 
* Pardon me. Sir, I efteem, I reve- 
rence you, nor fear any thing more 
than your difpleafure, which I 
hope I (hall never experience nor . 
ever deferve/ * What frofty words 
have you chofe ! Maria, faid he, 
—efteem, reverence, and fear; 
you might have fpoke far more 
pleafingly, by fubftituting a fhort 
word, which I will ufe in return, 
for your chilling ones:— I love 
D 5 you> 
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yen, your fortune iball be my 
care, fo pray no more of thofc 
humiliatibg phrafes, to one who 
rejgsacds kiihfelf as the obUged 
party/ A fervent now entered 
with a Icftter, which demanded hig 
immediate attendance; he rofe, 
and kindly wiihing me good night> 
letired* 

•* As foon as he was gone I gave 
free vent to my tears ; alas ! cried 
I, tis too true^ Mn Rivers's fuf-^ 
picions are not falfe, I fear I love 
Henry too much for my own peaces 
but did I efteem him more> and 
his love were equal to mine, never 

wiU 
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\9\\\ I difgraoe him by a match fo 
inferior. Though my heart may 
fuffefi it (hall never fwerve fVom 
the duty I owe the generous Mrs. 
Rivera } no, my much<*loved fe-^ 
cond mother, I love no one fi> 
well as you« 

<* I was prevented faying more by 
the unexpected appearance of Mrs^ 
Hivcr.s% who preiling me to her 
brcult, exclaimed, ^ wipe ofF thofb 
tc;u$i n)y ihildt and fupprela 
this rifing nnguiih i thy boibm is 
the ieat of innocence, and let het 
tvfight traits be Icen in every fct«* 
tare/ ^ Ah» madam» rctarnedl U 
D 6 M. 
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Mr. Rivers .has difcovercd that I 
am not worthy your efteem, yet 
has treated me with a tendernefs 
t|iat wounds worfe than the hardefl 
ufage> indeed I knew not my 
own heart till he difcovered it to 
me/ ' I will have no explanations 
to night, my love, faid fhe, inter- 
rupting me; to*morrow we will 
talk, now you fliall retire/ With- 
out waiting my anfwer, fhe rung 
for Mary (who now lives with me^ 
and had attended me ever fince my 
mother's death » Seeing me ftill in 
teara at parting, fhe afFedionately 
kiflcd me, — * good night, faid fhe, 
you have called mc your mother, 

and 
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and believe me, fuch you ihall 
find me/ Tears were my only re- 
ply, and I retired with a heart 
overcharged with duty, love, and 
gratitude. 

" IpafTed apainful night, wifhing 
for morn ; when I faw it approach, 
I would gladly again have ex- 
changed it, fo much did I dread 
the fearching eye of Mr. Rivers ; 
for his lady, I rather wifhed, than 
feared her prefence ; predetermined 
to acquaint her with the ftate of 
my heart, and depend on her 
friendfhip, and counfel for the 
cure of its every foible. I rofe 

with 
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^h the fart, paffiiig my time be** 
tween that and the breakfaft hontrr 
in vain attempts to calm my trou*- 
blcd fpirits, twenty times waft- 
ing away the tears that inflamed 
my eyes, and as often disfiguring 
them ^g^in : at length the bell 
fang, and with trembling fteps I 
reached the parlour, but found my 
terrors groundlefs, as the objedt 
cf them was not yet rifen. Mrs. 
Rivers and Henry being alone, the . 
latter viewed me with an inquir- 
ing tendernefs, the former kindly 
afked of my bedtb. * Ah ! Madam, 
(faid Henry) look and yoU need 
not afk, file is much WOrfe j but 

my 
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my dear (ider (a name . he often 
called me) why do you leave youf 
apartment ?' I know not how, but 
I involuntarily exclaimed, ^ would 
to heaven I were your iiAer, then 
fhould I have fome little claim to 
the friendihip of your excellent 
friends > but I am an orphan, 
bankrupt even in thanks/ * Then, 
Maria^ I am your brother by a 
double tie; am not I an orphan 
as well as yourfelf ? — my mother 
taken from me before I knew my 
lofs; my father fparcd, till years 
bad acquainted me with bis worth, 
then fnatched from me, to ihew 
the inftability of mortal happx- 

nefs* 
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pinefs/ * Really, faid Mrs. Ri- 
vers (afFeding a fmilc), you young 
folks are very entertaining ; be- 
lieve me, you have both too 
much fenfibility for your own 
peace. Henry (I refledt with 
pleafure) is heir apparent to Mr. 
Rivers, confequently is my fon, 
nor can I wifh a worthier; for 
you, my dear child, you have a 
yet nearer claim, — a promife to 
^ dying friend, and fhall I dare 
violate what the Almighty heard, 
and recording angels wrote? No, 
Maria, you are mine, both by pro- 
mife and inclination : then oblige 
me, by no more calling yourfelf 

an 
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an orphan^ as you make me feel 
you experience the lofs of a pa- 
rent/ — ^The overflowing of my 
heart ftifled my thanks^ and I 
could only prefs my benefadrefs's 
hand to my lips in filence. She 
now changed the difcourfe : * You 
do not afk me, Maria, why I re- 
turned fo unexpectedly laft night/ 
* I am generally fo obliged tp the 
occafion, madam ,as not to think* 
of the caufe/ — * Ah, you flatterer^ 
the caufe was a very happy one> 
(faid (be) my friend had efcaped 
from all her calamities before i 
arrived, fo my flay was needlefs, 

and 
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and I returned almofl immediately 
to town/ 

** Breakfaft now finiflicd, Mrs. 
Rivers faid, * Maria, our young 
friend muft excufe w.' . I followed 
Ker to her drefSng room, where 
feeing my trembling lips prepare 
to open, ^ Peace, Maria> faid ihc, 
you are not to be fpeaker, only 
hearer. I have already told you 
the reafon of my return laft night i 
in pafling through Duke*-ftreet, 
foxne trifling accident happened to 
the chaife wheel, by jolting againft 
another carriage. The fervant in- 
treated me to get out, and being 

almofl 
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almoil oppofite to Mrs. Selby's> i 
alighted and went in. After pay-- 
ing my compliments to her^ I 
walked through the rooms^ which 
were full of company. The gays 
widow, Mn. Modttyt wm playing 
at cards, but feeing me, calkd, *my 
dear Mrs. Rivers, your company 
a moment/'->^I turned, a nd was fur- 
prifed with the fight of Henry^ 
who I imagined was not ac-» 
quainted there.—* You muftknow^ 
continued (he, that I am almoft 
mad with this handfome nephew 
of yours — ^from the Eaft- Indies 
indeed ! it is more like he cam^ 
from Iceland, regarding all us fine 

women 
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women with the indifference of a 
ftoick^ ndt fo much as paying us 
one compliment/ — * I think, faid 
Henry, it is the greateft mark of 
admiration to be filent; unufed till 
within theiib few months to fuch 
bright affembkges of beauty, no 
wonder I fhould be flruck dumb y 
but tell me, my dear madam, (turn- 
ing to me) how came we to be fo 
happy to have your company to 
Qight ?' I acquainted him with my 
Jittle misfortune, which I had 
hardly told before the fervant came 
to inform me it was repaired; 
Henry's looks feemed to fay I 
(hould oblige him by accepting an 

offer 
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offer he made of accompanying 
me home^ and we wifhed the com- 
pany good nighty and entered the 
chaife^ where Henry informed me 
of his attending his uncle to Mrs. 
Selby*s, that he ftaid there only a 
ihort time. ^ Well Henry, faid I, 
is it poffible you can be fo infcnfi- 
ble to all the beauties at the affem- 
bly to night?' * Really madam, 
totally fo, — to me they appeared 
fo certain of the power of their 
all- conquering charms, that I was 
ill-naturedly determined to fliew 
them that one flupid wretch could 
view them with indifference. If 
ever I pay my devoirs (the lady's 

beauty 
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4beauty out of the queflion) (he 
mud have innocence of xnanneire, 
porky of hearty and humanity to 
affift her indigent fellow creatures 
with what thoie fair gaokblers lofe 
at cards. When I meet fuch a 
ane> who will deign to fhare my 
fmiall fortune^ I /hall joyfully lay 
it (with your c;on£ent) at her 
feet/ 



€€ 



If my confent is neceffary 
for a deferving ©bjeft,, you may 
always command it, faid I, but 
Mr. Rivers, I fear, views merit as 
inferior to fortune/ — * Ah, madam ! 
can a pupil of Mrs. Rivers be un- 
worthy ? 
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worthy ?-^Now you art miftrtfs of 
my fecret; with Mifs Clairville 
oftly can I ever experience hap* 
,piiiefe;-^poffefled of her, tight 
thoufand pounds win be a fbrtuoe 
for a monarch/ * You talk like a 
young man in love, Henry, (aid I, 
but both parties are yet too young 
to marry; but were it otherwife, 
your uQcJe*s confent is abfolutely 
neceffary, and that you will find 
difBcuIt to obtain/ 

* The chaife flopped, and my firft 

queftion was for- yourfelf, John 

anfwered in the dreffing-room, but 

did not mention his mailer ; I ran 

4 haftily 
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baftily up ftairs, telling Henry wc 
fliould be glad of his company in 
half an hour ; my maid not ex- 
pecting my return, was out, fo I 
went to the dreffing clofet to leave 
my cloak and gloves, the partition 
between that and the room you 
were in, is extremely thin ; flop- 
ping a moment to diflinguifh if 
fome ftranger was with you, what 
Wis my amazement to hear Mr.^ 
Rivers fpeak of Henry in terms I 
am fure he does not deferve ! In 
tliort, the oddnefs of what I firft 
heard, tempted ^me to hear to the 
end, and happy was I when the 
Cutting of the door informed mc 

of 
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of his departure. -^Now you fee^ 
my dear git\, I did not want to be 
informed^ as I knew each circum-* 
fiance^ though acquainted with it 
in a manner,. I n^ufl: ever blufli to 
thinkof." '. ■ 

'* The certainty of being be- 
loved by Henry ,^ and the goodneli. 
of Mrs. Rivers, operated fo ftrongljj 
on my weakened fpirits, that had 

I not been relieved by tears, I 

' . .' •■ ' 

ihould have fainted : this amiable 

' * I ■ *. 

friend ilrovje not to fupprefs thej©^ 
till fome little time had abated 
their firft violence, then kindly 
embracing me, * Maria, faid fhe. 
Vol, !• E your 
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ywir iwtttbcr had notyow happl- 
itttfViiiOfe at heart than myfelf : 
I i«r*ewiW wife to- ice you? watricdp 
Aoirgh knotr not how ta part from 
y»i*^ with Hetirjr the feparatxoit 
ivould be trivial. Though 1 fpdkc 
to him of your age^ let it be no 
dbjc^Aoh, as there cannot be fo 
ftforig a fafeguard to youth and 
Beauty, as a beloved and virtuous 
hufband/ Stranger to difguife, I 
made but this objeftion: * Mr. 
Rrvers will look with horror on 
6ne that he wilt deem has feduced 
his nephew/ ^ That muft be my 
care, faid flie,— heaven forbid I 
ihould make ufe of the power al- 
4 lotted 
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lotted me in any otiber cauTe tW 
&at of vir)t^e^ cfpcaially a|ginfl: 
myhdhaid; Youwere too youngs 
Mariay^ ti^ be ac(|uainled with my 
laffaics^ but muft now know» my 
mamage with Mr* Rivers was at 
the intercefiionr of an uncle, who 
wasmy guardian^ and a. bachelor: 
on nvy bndal day. he paid dowft 
my paternal fortune of twenty 
ih^uiisEid pounds^) with air ttidi^ 
$^A af tea more,! which he pf^or* 
ittrtedaie-w — Alae^l I fear Mr.: Ri** 
^ersV priiScipal view wa6 monicjf^ 
X know n^ hoWr but^ by i(Mt 
jneans iziy rektion became a^- 
^[juainl)ed with fi)me youthful* io^ 
£ 2 bles 
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t)les of Mr. Rivers's, knd the old 
gcntkmaii dying fddti ifttt, left 
me near as mirch as I firft received^ 
together with a landed eftatc, and 
finfanor-houfe iii Rentj to the va-^ 
luc of two thbufahd poiinds a 
year, tying the eftatc fo ftrongly 
to me, that no one elfc can receive 
the rents, and totally at death to 
tcqneath fo whom I pleafe. The 
grofs fufn I prefent^d to Mr. Ri- 
ver$, the yearly income I have 
ufed to affift the friendlefs, Mr. 
JPlivcrs having no occafion for it, 
his fortune trebling that. Now, 
thy dear-gfrl, I ha^e pointed the 

means by which I cafft affift you, 

;•; '• nor 
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DOT will Mr. Riyers openly avow 
(Jifpleafara at.whatj I fhall autho- 
rtee. You wiU[j fay I have entered 
haftily into . this matter ; — fpare 
me> Mjtria, fparq me the reafon j I 
have promifed tQ protedl your in- 
nocence, nor c»r) I fecurely do it 
any other way/ So faying ihe haf- 
tily rofe (the te^r glittering ia her 
eye) > and, retired. 

** After her departure, I fat pon- 
dering, on her laft .myfterious 
words, for. fuch they jfeemed to 
me. * My innocence in danger! cried 
I ; impoffible — I fcarcely am ac- 
quainted with any mjia but Mr. 
E 3 Rivers 
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Rivers and Henry j the latter flic 
mentioned as virtuous^ and fliaU I 
dare fufpefl; the former ? Her words 
were dark, yet without fome hid- 
den reafon, would (he ever confent 
to a clandefline proceeding, and 
rifk difpleafing a huiband, whofci 
every defire fecms law.* I then 
tried to recoiled each word he ut- 
tered the evening hefore, which 
my cohfufion at that time pre- 
vented: the recoUeftion rather 
confirmed than removed my doubts. 
—Alas ! he demanded more than 
reverence and efteem^ I think he 
mentioned love: — mercifirl hea- 
ven I am I here to ftrew difcon- 

tent. 



^ 
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tent^ when I fli^dld think my 
life too poor a faciifice for MrSi 
filiuefs's pt!2bce? My tHAgreeafek 
reverie wits bet^ interrupted hf 
Maty^ vrho anfoctBoed xne, Mrsi 
River$ idefitisd my compaoy in the 
drsawitig-room, adding— ' and in- 
deedi Miffe them i« the moft 
pleafiikg Ipddog omsi mth Uctl 
ever fijw:: when I went in, Mrs, 
iRiveits told him of my livifig with 
ypur aiaaia» and th^ I was mucli 
attached to you : he anfwered^ he 
was fore then I was a good girl^ 
ajid took my haiiid; I Was Jo 
ajfhamed* that I Scarce received my 
jEoeflige^ bothaftemdtoyou/ 

E 4 «* I com- 
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** I compofed my features as 
well as poffible, that they might 
not be an index of the contending 
pafiions that dwelt within, and 
obeyed my fummons to the draw- 
ing room, where I was prepof- 
feflcd, like Mary, in favour of the 
ftranger, who was a likely man, 
feemingly about the age of thirty- 
eight. He rofe at my entrance*— 
* Ah ! madam, faid he, it is in- 
deed the daughter of my friend, 
the living image of her angel mo- 
ther;* and he embraced me with a 
fatherly afFeiSion. Mrs. Rivers 
then informed me his name was 
Bennet (the furgcon I have before 
- ' men- 



( 8i ) 

mentifeftid). My ufbar titnicfity 
vanJfhed'^heii I heard his name : 
^ where/ "faid 1/ have you been 
loft fa long .^ niany tini^es did my 
mother wifii to fief -you- oSde iiiore, 
to repeather thanks/ .The tear at 
recoUeiftioh ftood inmy! eye; his 
relied down hi^ manly cheek. 
* I retn^in^d in Gerniabyv.faid he, 
till four months ago, ' as- I found 
«iy bufinefs very beneficial there; 
On my return to England I fought 
Mrs. Clairville With the gr^ateft 
afliduity, but could learn no ti- 
dings till I had the hoftOur of feeing 
Mrs. Rivers, when I learned the 
melancholy event I dreaded.' 

E 5 " Ir^ 
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^ Ixr fhwt, not to tice you^ tbu 
good m^n viAted us con&saxtly^ 
and at length made a proffer of his 
band to Mary, who did not w^nt 
much perfuading from Mrs* Ri^ 
vers to accept it ; and on the wed-^ 
ding day preTented Mary with five 
hundred pounds ; myielf npt in*^ 
terfering^ (b forty was I to part 
from her. During this interval^ I 
cautioufly avoided being a moment 
alone with Mr. Ri^rs« For Hen^ 
ryt he made a tender of his hearty 
which I was not coquet enough tt^ 
deny^ nor prude enoug^now to con<- 
ceal^ gave me pleafure ; befide^ he 
had a powccM advocate in Mrs. 

Rivers, 
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RifcrSi thougb indeed be WiOtod 
acaie^ butmyowohear^ 

^' The fofidiiier was now sAm 
vancing^ w« remold to a Ibet of 
Mr. Rivefs's, in Nottingliam* 
fhire: that gentleman (great as the 
difiance vtas) often irifited ithecapi- 
td. During ooe of thefe jexciir« 
fion^, I wa^s walking one eyeoiii^ 
tlone in a foye road that led .to thd 
▼tiiage s perceiving a letter on the 
ground^ I ifaooped to j^ck^it upt 
it &emed Ho have heen Utely 
opened, and by the meathefe of the 
folding, not rumpled: by keepings 
but rather flipped a^ldein putting 
E 6 in 
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in the pocket : curiofity (as it was 
open) proihpted me to look at the 
contents, but judge my furprife 
when I read, as near as I can re- 
colled:, thefe words :— — 

' Georg?, 

* Be ready with the chaife ex- 
actly at twelve to-morrow night r 
YcwJng Rivers is obliged to attend 
his uncle at Nottingham, on par<- 
ticular bufinefs, £o we have no- 
thing <o fear from that quarter. 
All muft be managed^ if poflible^ 
Without alarming Mrs^ Rivers,-— 
not much danger of that, Mifs 
ClairvUle'^s rooiti being fo diftant 

from 
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from hers 5-^be puhdiud; as yow 
cxpedl your reward^ which will 
be proportioned to the fervke-you? 
render ua.' 

*' I know not how I had power 
to read this horrid letter^ but my 
eye no fooner reached the en(f> 
than haftily turning homeward^ J. 
fled with a precipitation that might 
have eluded my betra3rer& had they 
been purfuing me ; for fo power- 
fully had fear poflefled itfelf of my 
fenfeSj that I did not flop till I 
reached the parlour, where Mrs* 
Rivers and Henry were waiting my 
appearance at tea«-— ^ Oh madam I 

proteflr 
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proted me* &id I, my ruin is dt-^ 
termined'^«-^My agitadon prevented 
more^ and I lell fcniclefs on the 
ground. Henry raifed aie^ and 
called for help^ and with the af- 
fiftance of my amiable benefaftrefs, 
foon brought mc to myfelf, and 
jfeated me on a ibpha between 
them> each taking a hand : Henry 
opened that which ftill held the 
letter ;— *^ Here madam^ faid he, 
this is perhaps the caufe of her 
iigonies/ Mrs. Rivers foon read 
the contents with great emotion, 
and then returned it to Henry, 
who at the concluiion exclaimed, 
i-^* My Maria was not formed for a 

ruffian *s 
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rii^aa's prey $ ihc protedor qf Isu 
00f:€nce)its ihewn th^ 4aager, that 
0»e m^ ej^p^pip it:**^Ah Madam ! 
We have jroRir <:onieot» tben« Ma<- 
riat giV€ mp a legal jight^— a buAi 
k^ndVright;^ wlaicb who ihall dare 
violate ?' Overcome with ihaxofit 
I hid tny face in Mra. Rivcr$*6 
hofom. — ' Lift up yoar head« my 
4ear girl^ iatd (het acud obfefve 
.me ; I iee no Security in any other 
plan b^t that Henry has fi> haflilgr 
fomiedi for ihojuld you efcape this 
Joarej no doubt frefli ones will.be 
laid« of which we may not be £br« 
tunate enough to be apprifed. I 
know you love each other f the 

difference 
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difiTercfiGc^ of forms,, or a /few 
inonths is immaterial and fliould 
you ftay that tim^ ifear the con^ 
fent of Ml?. JR.ivers -will be equally 
liard to obtain.. My^dvice is, that 
Henry and you iftiOuld ride, at- 
tended only by the groom, whom 
you may contrive to fend back on 
feme meflage^ (hen take the bye 
road to Mansfield, where you may 
procure a '^chaifc and four; tell 
them to return the faddle horfes 
the day following, make the beft 
of your way to Scotland (as Ma- 
ria wants yet four years of being 
of age), be married at the firft place 
^ttr legally dan» Myfelf will ufe 

every 
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. every endeavour to reconcile you 
to Mr. Rivers, if which fails, the 
Almighty, who knows the upright- 
nefs of my purpofe, has pat it in 
iny power to provide for you/ 

" My confufioft prevented an 
anfwer; for Henry, he was on his 
knees, returning Mrs. Rivers 
thanks in the higheft raptures. 
Seeing my tears, — ^ Ah, madam,* 
faid he, your generous propofal' 
meets Maria's difapprobation ; ra- 
ther let me protect her fome other 
way, than fhe become the vi6tim of 
too much gratitude.* * Why will 
you, returned I, diftrcfs me by an 

idle 
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idXe Airmifej <fr rack my heart ftlll 
mcfcy^iifis \ in giving my hand I 
g^e aU« fo loQg have yoa pof« 
ifificd my heartt' 

* I wifh, faid Mrs. Rivers, 
Hcniy, you would retire for 
ahout aa bour i I W(^uld pafit that 
tone with Maria alone, who oxuft 
compose hcrff^If that nothing be 
{nfpcStcd.* He obeyed, preiSng 
our hands £ril alternately to hia 
lips. 

'vNowthis amiable woman re-* 

peatcd every thing that fricndflhip 

or tendtm^ cottid devife to <:om^ 

; fort 
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fort me: wh^a £ie kid in Toaie 
degree l^ucpeeded, and my. lipi 
yrccc uttering ' the ImgujsJg^ tof 
gratitude, flie flopped me.--> You 
kave no obligation to me but wha^ 
a promi>fe can return, make me 
that, and lanryour dc?btor/^-^Ah„ 
madam, ^i^at can ychi aflc ^hlt I 
Will not promife, that 1[ wiH fltet 
fnWl at thehkzard of my life?'' 
* Then, my dear girl, tht^ugh I 
tould wifli you to have no con-* 
cealments from Henry, /but let atl 
ingemious candour Ihine in every 
aftion, for without mutual conifi* 
dence happinefs i6 knpoilible }ftt, 
in pity to him and compaflion for 

my 
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my peace, let your fufpicions of 

Mr. Rivers (for I know you muft 

fufpefi: him) be . hid in iilencc* 
We have no proofs> nothing but 

iufpicions, which, if difcoverei^ 
would make an everlafting breach 
between the uncle and nephew : 
^efide, if his intentions were as 
bad as our fears, he thinks you ig- 
norant of them i then, my dear 
girl, let them remain in our own 
breafts;. If you furvive Mr, Ri,* 
vers and myfelf, you are at liberty, 
and may plead for excufe a pro- 
mife to me, to whom your ho- 
nour is dear as ttiy own.' 
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• I'.Shc ceaftd, and I proipifoi 
what £he deiiredw^ Aft^ fotiki 
time Henry; joined lis^ and the 
evening paffed with as much tranr 
guill^ty as^oiild be.expedkcd; fear, 
however, thai; my betrayers might 
even come before their time (for 
the date of the note appointed the 
following night) agk^ed me fo 
much, X\^2Lt t difcovttcd it tojMrs* 
Rivers :r— * Fear not, my Maria, 
faid Henry, I purpofe not to fleepi 
for- my fears equal youra/ My 
benefadrefs, however, thought it 
beft for me to pretend an incli* 
nation to read, and fo difmifs my 
fervaht, and 'afterwards to return, 

and 



( u ) 

•fid jwjfip the Mght itt her cfaam- 
teF« Itifrts fo lettkd and caar* 
wtedfmyCtif nfiog early* teturned 
to my own jdooi'i- ^ip^re the &rak 
Ttat, t^hen ffie'eame ta cd[$«ye; 
{bond floe alreadjr ^efi(»d. 

'* I *(«Wl M^flied for fHyi dear 
Ma»y^ wli0 -«mxilti) faave aiad& nvf 
iiigAt fairi«<>re f^a(Hi|^> but fhc 
«*«» fettled ift LondoiT witk her ; 
hH^Ad. I had takea^ ai c&atDige 
^ linen: m ttiy pcMrker f myr ridro^ 
^re^mn&ing^e^ery thing df&asr^ 

*' Werner Miifttdatbretkiaft; 

when 
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when tbe fbrvanrts were withdrawn 
Mrsi^ Rivera addreiTad herfelf to 
Henry i--** I need not conunend^ 
my dear, nephew, Maria to your 
care,. q£ your prudence having, n^ 
doubt/ . ^ When I forfeit your 
good opinion, faid he, naay I he- 
comfi the outcafi of all mankind/ 
• I know you* will not, faid flbe: 
one thin§ naore, when you return 
from 5cotland|^ write to me, but 
in a manner J may £hew to- Mr^ 
Rivers> as I wauld nob have him 
think I a& in open oppofition t^ 
his commands/ 

^^ After fome Uttle time ihe 
*• rung 
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rtihg to order thehorfes; * I muft 
hftftcnyou, I fee/ afFefting to be 
theerful ; — ^^ Fear not, Maria, we 
have, I doubt not, many happy 
hours to pafs together. When I 
receive your letter I will immedi- 
ately* anfwer it, by defiring you to 
go to my houfe in Kent, where I 
will foon fee you.* For me, my 
feelings at this parting were nei- 
ther relieved by Words or tears, 
and I embraced her with agony 
tinutterable. She now retired to 
hci chamber, to conceal fentiments 
fimilar to my own. 



4€ 



Henry, tliough pained at our 

parting. 
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parting, could fcarcely conceal hif 
fatisfadion, which I reproved, 
* Can it be otherwife ? faid he ; am 
I not going to be united to you, 
by the tendered ties, which only 
death can break ? Can you blame 
my raptures ? for which I almoft 
thank the letter that brought about 
this bleft event/ 

^' The fervant entered .to fay 
the horfes were ready.— Henry af- 
lifted me to mount. Raifing my 
eyes to take my farewell of the 
mahfion, I perceived its amiable 
miftrefs at one of the windows. 
Vol. I. F who 
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who forcing a fmile, .and kiffing 
her hand, looked an adieu. 

** We now rode off; at the end 
of three miles Henry flopped his 
horfe, and called the groom, tel- 
ling him to return and fay to Mrs. 
Rivers, we (hould ride to Sir Tho- 
mas Thornton's, as- 1 had never 
feen his gardens, and probably 
fhould not retijrn to dinner. The 
man obeyed, and we reached 
Mansfield by twelveo'clock^ A ' 
chaife was imi^icdi^tely 'prepared, ■' 
and we travelled the remainder of 
the day, all night, and iW day fol- 
lowing 5 in ftiort we arriv^ jfafe at 

^ the 
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the place of our deftlnation, which 
was a fmall village at the entrance 
of Scotland. We were no fooner 
united, and proper certificates 
taken, tharl we returned* to Pen- 
rith, at which place my Henry de- 
tcrmined to^'^Jit an anfwer to a 
letter he immediately wrote to 
Mrs* Rivers. We remained at 
Penrith feveral days, which time 
we fpent in feeing the country. In 
one of thefe excurfions we rode 
over part of this moor -, we were 
both pleafed with it, and returned 
for three days, vlfiting different 
parts of it, a fervant from the inn 
attending to carry cold provifions. 
F 2 My 
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My Henry was particularly charm- 
ed with this fpot, on which we 
fat two days to dine. In this 
place, where my cottage now 
Hands, my much loved hufband 
caught me in his arms : — * Here, 
my love, (hould the world forfakc 
us, faid he, part of our little for- 
tune might build a cot, the reft 
fupport a life of rapture, which 
the greateft might envy ; pofleifed 
of thee, Maria, I afk no more/ 

** Pardon me, Louifa, I muft 
leave off, for the prefent ; recol- 
ledlion is painful, and though re- 
ligion has, in fome degree, made 

me 
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me compofed under my misfor- 
tunes, yet cannot I forget paft 
happinefs : — rto, my beloved hufr 
band, thy idea is never abfent." 
Louifa's tears flowed faft as Mrs. 
Jlivers's. — ** Alas ! faid flie, that 
I fhould be the occafion of your 
reciting woes which make every 
wound time's lenient hand had al- 
moft clofed, bleed afrefh/ " Be- 
lieve me, no, my love, faid Mrs. 
Rivers ; did not tears daily relieve 
my full heart, I muft long fincc 
have bid adieu to a world, which 
to me has been a draught of blt- 
ternefs j but come, Louifa, I will 
not infedt you with my mclan- 
F 3 choly, 
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choly, reach a book, and read for 
half an hour/' She obeyed, and 
read Pope's Meffiah in a manner 
that divefled her auditor of every 
other fentiment ^but the divine 
fubjed. 

Mary made her appearance, 
bearing their evening repaft, which 
placing pn the table, would have 
withdrawn. ** Stay, faid her mif- 
trefs, take your ufual feat, I will 
no longer fuffer ceremony to de- 
prive me of my companion ; Lou- 
ifa will be equally pleafed with 
your company as myfelf." Louifa, 
vhofe foul was affability itfelf, 

imme- 
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immediately rofe. ** If you knew 
the pain you make me feel by this 
mifplaced complaifance, I am fure 
you would not do it ; it is I that 
am fo lately an intruder, that 
fhould give place/* Mary could 
not refift her fblicit»tions, as fhe 
by^ this time had placed her a 
chair. They now iat down to their 
vegetable fupper, \yith a thankful* 
nefs and peace that I fear are not 
always the companions of more 
fumptuotts entel-tainmexitsi snd 
thenlretircd to red with minds fo 
free from guile, that had they 
waked in eternity, envy, malice, 
or any other difcordant paflioa 
F 4 would 
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would not have prevfented their 
cverlafting welfare. 

Louifa was much furprifed in 
the morning at the fight of a 
ftrange female, afking Mary if fhe 
belonged to the cottage ; fhe was 
informed it was a perfon who lived 
about half a mile from them, 
nearer the high road, for whom 
(being a widow in very indigent 
circumftances) Mrs.* Rivers had 
built a little cot, in which, with 
her father and three children, fhe 
now lived : ** and, continued fhe, by 
my miftrefs's affiflance, and feed-^ 
ing a few fhcep on the moor^ 

makes 



( I05 ) 

makes a decent livelihood. She 
comes to us three or four davs 
every vreek, at vi^hich times fhe 
makes us bread, for v^hich vi^c 
have an oven, and like wife per- 
forms all the houfehold work to 
which I am unequal. Her fa- 
ther tends our little garden j they 
are the only neighbours within 
fome miles.'* 

Mrs. Rivers now entered, and 
kindly afked the mother of her 
children's health, adding, as it is 
a fine frofty morning, what think 
you of a walk Louifa ? to the 
F 5 which 
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wbich Louifa affenting, was after 
the morning occupations executed. 

Mrs. Rivers and her young 
friend, accompanied by Mary, di- 
reded their fteps between the 
hills, whofe high tops fheltered 
them from the wind. •' I think, 
faid Mrs. Rivers, I cannot have a 
better opportunity than the pre- 
fent to fini/h my melancholy ftory^ 
3s my fpirits too arc tolerable 
cafy.*' Louifa bowed, and Mrs. Ri- 
vers beg an • 

*• Henry received an anfwcr 

from his amiable aunt in eight 

2 days^ 
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days, deliring us to go to her houfo 
in Kent, at which place (he would 
meet us. In the poftfcript, flic 
added, Mr. Riveis had received 
the news of our marriage better 
thaii fhe expeded. 

*' We fet out the next day, the 
third night from which we reached 
her feat ; it was only twelve miles 
from London ; and the morning 
after I <:lafped my benefadrefs in 
my arms, who after mutual con- 
gratulations, informed me, that 
on my^not returning the day of the 
pretended vifit, my maid had been 
extremely inquifitive, had gone 
F 6 out 
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out, and remained a confidcrablc 
time ; * and though I fat up the 
whole night, continued fbe, there 
was not the leaft noife, from 
whence I concluded fhe was in 
the fecret, and went to give in- 
formation of your abfence, and ac- 
cordingly gave her warning. Now, 
my dear Henry, I would have you 
immediately return to London, 
and pay your duty to Mr. Rivers ; 
I fhall remain with Maria foqie 
days, as I have already told him/ 

** Henry foon after departed for 
town, after which I informed 
Mrs. Rivers, that Henry, on our 

Journey 
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journey to Scotland, had inquired 
of me, if any one had ever ad- 
drefled me, from whom I could 
fuppofc that letter came : I re- 
plied in the negative, that I had 
feen no one but in the prefencc of 
the family. She thanked mc for 
my tendernefs (as ffie exprefled it) 
of her peace : * Mr. Rivers return- 
ed faid fhe, the third day afteryour 
elopeme nt ; he betrayed no figns 
of paffioa or anger, but was 
gloomy and thoughtful, which I 
hope will pafs off and all be 
well/ 

[^ Henry returned the fame 

evening i 
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evening ; his account of his un- 
cle agreed With Mrs. Rivers's; he 
faid, on his entering the parlour, 
Mr. Rivers ftartcd : * So fir, you. ^ 
imagine you have duped me^-*-be- 
gone, and beware my revenge.* 
After fome recolle<ftion, he ac- 
cepted Henry's excufes, feemed 
more reconciled, but appeared loft 
in thought. 

** In fhort, to haften to the 
fatal hour that deprived me of 
every earthly happinefs, I (hall 
pafs over ten months of blifs I 
paffed with my dear hufband, 
which was often increafcd by the 

addition 
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addition of Mrs. Rivers's com- 
pany. Alas ! how many years of 
forrow have followed, what ap- 
peared to me a moment, fo fwiftly 
did it pafs ! I lived entirely in 
Kent; Mr. Rivers never defiringto 
fee me, I carefully avoided his 
prefence, nor once vifited Lon* 
don in that time. 

** One day, my dear Henry had 
been at his uncle's, he returned 
very melancholy; after much in- 
treaty, he told me the caufe : Mr, 
Rivers had received letters from 
India, that the perfon with whom 

my 
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my Henry's fortune was Intrufted, 
was dead, that bis executors were 
contending about the eftate, that 
without his appearance to make 
good his claim (which Mr. Rivers 
would impowcr him to do)^ he 
muft infallibly lofc it, 

* Ah ! cannot I go ?' faid 1 ; 
* impoflible my love, confider 
your fituation : for indeed I was 
far advanced with child. * Had it 
not been for my uncle's impru- 
dence, continued he, in not re- 
calling my trifling fortune, this 
had not happened. A fcene fol- 
lowed. 
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lowed, which a mind pofTcfled of 
fenfibility, like yours, Louifa, 
can better imagine than I defcribe ; 
fo painful ftill is the remem- 
brance, that I muft pafs over the re- 
mainder of my flory as flightly as 
it will permit. Mrs. Rivers ar- 
rived from town ; (he had heard 
the news, and joined her tears 
with mine. Said fhc, * I. cannot 
fee fo violent a neceffity for Hen- 
ry's going; eight thoufand pounds 
cannot hurt Mr. Rivers*s eftate; 
but alas ! he is determined, and 
we muft obey. Raife your de- 
jedled fpirits, my love ; I will 

never 
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never leave you ; Henry can truft 
to -my care, and fhould the angel 
of- death remove me, ftill is Maria 
not deilitute/ 

** In fhort> after fcveral intcr- 
vicvrs with Mr. Rivers, it was 
fixed for my loved huiband to go 
with the firft fhip that failed, 
which was in three weeks. The 
fatal hour arrived, — alas I my ago- 
nies at parting were but forbodings 
of what I afterwards endure^. 
Mrs. Rivers could not footh me; 
a kind of dreadful furmife conti- 
nually haunted me, that we fhould 
meet no more. We parted with- 
out 
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out a word, fpeechlefs woe deny- 
ing every rcfource but a lall — laft. 
embrace. 

" And now, my dear Louifa, 
' Mary muft inform you the reft i I 
have neither fpirit$ to relate, or, 
fortitude to hear it." So. faying 
fhe walked flowly on, and Mary 
cpotinued. 

** Mr. Henry Rivers had not 
been gone long before his iincle 
paid my mlftrefs a vilit, and fcem- 
cd much reconciled, but alas ! 
fcarcely had two months pafTed 
fmce my young mafter's depar- 
ture^ 
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turc, before his fervant (the only 
one that attended him) returned 
mourning to England, with the 
dreadful news that his mafter in 
three weeks after they failed, had 
caught a fever, and after being 
delirious a few days, expired in his 
arms; that accidentally meeting 
an Englifh ifhip, he put himfelf 
and his matter's property aboard. 
Mrs. Rivers was unfortunately in 
town at the receipt of this fatal 
intelligence, which being told her 
without caution, (he was fo much 
affcdled that after repeated faint- 
ings for two days, fhe was feized 
with convulfions. My miftrefs, 

from 
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from whom fhe was never long 
abfent, became very uneafy, and 
determined to go to town, but 
thofe friends were deftined to meet 
no more, for on her linexpedled 
arrival at Mr, Rivers's houfe, her 
Henry's fervant opened the door. 
Amazement for fome time de- 
prived her of fpeech, but too foon 
was flie acquainted with her mis- 
fortune, by their equivocal and 
. unprepared anf\vers. 

This fudden fliock operated fo 
violently on my dear miftrefs, that 
her fenfes quite forfook her, and 
by Mr, Rivers*S order fhe was re- 
moved 
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moved to apartments in the neigh- 
bourhood, where, the next morn- 
ing, in this unhappy ftate, (he 
was delivered of a dead daughter, 
and the following evening clofed 
the eyes of her amiable benefac- 
trefs, to open no more but on her 
kindred angels, 

** I ufed generally to go to the 
houfe in Kent once a month, to 
fee my miftreft ; and as Mr. Ben- 
net (my hu{band) lived in the city, 
I feldom faw Mrs, Rivers, except 
there, fo was unacquainted with 
this tale of forrow till Mr, Ben- 
net accidentally faw Mrs. Rivers 's 

death 



( "> ) 

death in the papers. With heavy 
hearts we went diredly to the 
town hpufe ; there I learned the 
dreadful ftate of my miiftrefs, and 
flew to fee her. She had then 
been fix days deprived of reafon, 
and it was much feared if even her 
life was fpared, that her in tellers 
were quite ruined. 

** I never left her for fix weeks, 
at the end of which, fhc feemed to 
gather ilrength, but had no ap- 
pearance of recollection on return- 
ing fenfe. 

,^* Mr. Rivers fent one day for 

my 
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my hulband ; * Mr, Bennet,faidhc, 
I am extremely concerned aft thp 
flate of Maria, and think it would 
be beft to have her entirely with 
you. Her fortune of two thou- 
fand pounds is in the funds, I will 
add two thoufand more, which 
may fupport you all a diftance in 
the country, 

* I have no doubt of your care of 
her ; if you approve my propofal, 
I will make the money over to you 
for her ufe.' My hufband, after 
confulting me, accepted the offer. 
We fold our furniture, let our 
fliop, which with what little we 

had 
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had befide, amounted to about a 
thoufand pounds more^ and retired 
about forty miles from town. We 
feldom heard of Mr. Rivers, he 
having infifted on giving up her for- 
tune with the other fum, entirely 
to my huiband's management. 

" In about fix months after we 
had been fettled in the country, 
Mr. Bennet began to flatter me with 
hopes of her returning reafoa, as 
Ihe fpoke more, and frequently wept 
for hours. I had the delight to 
find him not miflaken j for by the 
time our firft year in the country was 
expired, ihe was fenfible as at this 
G hour. 
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hour^ recolledted her hufband's 
death ; but till we acquainted her, 
knew nothing of Mrs. Riveri's. My 
hufba,nd» enraptured, wrote Mr. Ri- 
vers an account of her recovery, but 
received a cold complimentary let- 
ter in return, in which he faid^ 
Though he fhould always be glad to 
hear of Maria's welfare, yet the 
great uneaiinefs fhehad occafioned, 
compelled him to wifh to fee her 
no more. 

** So well was my miftrefs re- 
covered, that we fcrupled not to 
fliew her the letter. * Alas ! faid 
ihcp I pardon his unkindnefs; had 

Henry 
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Henry never known me, he would 
ftill have had an heir : had he riot 
been angry, never would he have 
confented to his voyage— Fatal' hour f 
— Mrs. Rivers loft-^My infant, ill 
all, gone ! Only me left to bewail, 
fearful even to mention my wifhcs, 
left my reafon be ftill fufpefted/— . 
* Surely, my loved Miftrcfs, faid I, 
burfting into tears, we are not fo 
cruel/ * Do not cry, Mary, return- 
ed flie : I am not ungrateful, but I 
cannot refped Mr. Rivers ; could I 
have my will, never fliould he fee 
or hear from me more : I have no 
friends but yourfelves, why not re- 
tire fiirther from him?* * Name 
G 2 but 
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Mary concluded her narrative, her 
miftrefs's penfive ftep had already 
reached the cot, her companions 
lingering behind, to prevent her 
hearing what might give fo valuable 
a heart an additional pang. *' Well 
Louifa, (faid (he as they approached 
her), do you not think 1 had 
enough to drive me from the world 
to this peaceful fpot ?'* " Really, Ma- 
dam, (returned fhe) were I to judge 
of mankind, by fome I have lately 
met, your abfence is much to be 
envied; for though but feventeen, 
and only fix weeks quitted a convent* 
I have had fo difgufting a tafte of 
fociety, that never do I wifli to 

mix 
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mix in the great world again. — But 
with your permiffion, I wiU now ac- 
quaint you with as much as I know 
myfelf of my unfortunate flory.— 
Unfortunate well may I fay, for 
never have I experienced a paternal 
blcfling, — iNevcr the foft foothings 
of a fond mother,-- -an innocent 
outcafl even from my cradle.--**— 

** The firft I can remember was 
(I fuppofe about the age of five) 
parting from an honeft country wo* 
man who had been my nurfe ; the 
tears I (bed at parting from her, 
(he repaid with intereft, but in 
fpite of-both, a woman who was to 
G 4 have 
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have the care of me, tore me from 
her embraces^ and put me in a 
chaife, in which we travelled fome 
miles, till we reached an inn, 
where we flopped to dinner. — For 
two days we continued our journey> 
at the end of which time we cm- 
barked on board a veffcl that took 
us to Calais ; after flopping one 
day, we continued our route as far 
as Abbeville, where I was to be 
boarded in a convent. — ^On the day 
I was delivered to the care of the 
abbefs, in the parlour was an En- 
glifh girl (about my own age) on 
the point of taking leave of a mofl 
amiable lady, who was her mother, 

and 
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and returning to England. For 
me, taking me from my nurfe, I 
regarded in fo heinous a light, that 
I parted from the perfon that 
brought me with fo much indiffer- 
ence as to be noticed by the lady, 
whofe daughter was in an agony of 
forrow. — * Julia, my love,' faid (he, 
her own voice faultering, * ob- 
ferve this young lady, a lovely little 
companion for you, fhe will learn 
you fortitude, — (he muft I am fure 
have parted from affedtionate friends, 
yet bears it with refignation/ — 
With thefe words fhe joined our 
hands. * Indeed, madam, faid I^ 
had I a mamma to leave, I fhould 
G 5 grieve 
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grieve as much as Mifs ; but I have 
none, only a poor mammy, and her 
they have taken from me, fo now 
they may put me where they pleafe/ 
— The Countefs of Melville (for 
that was the lady's name) immedi- 
ately afked the abbefs of my family, 
who informed her I was an orphan, 
my name Louifa Villars, and de- 
pendant on the bounty of my guar- 
dian, who had paid my board eight 
years in advance, * I fear fhe feels 
her dependance early, continued fhe, 
but fhe fhall not want a friend/— 
The Countefs applauded her, and 
intreated I might be Julia's com- 
panion. Thefe ladies, I afterwards 

found. 
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found, were old friends, being 
brought up together in a convent, 
and their ancient kindnefs h^d ftill 
fubfifted, though the one had taken 
the veil, and the other returned to 
her own country, where being mar- 
ried, £he was mother of a fon, and 
the fweet Julia. The father of this 
pair, by a miftaken notion of their 
being fpoiled at home, infifted on 
their being put to fchool. The fon 
-was accordingly {ant to Eton,— 
the Countefs rather chofe (though 
more diftant) to truft her darling 
with her old friend, than at a pub* 
lie boarding fchool, efpccially as 
Madame du Saint, the abbefs> 
G 6 (though 
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(though herfcif a rigid catholic) 
viewed every one who truly ferved 
God (however different their forms) 
in as near a way to falvation as her« 
felf. 

" The young Julia, at hermother'i 
requeft that I might be her com- 
panion, threw her arms about my 
neck. * No, faid flic, flie fliall be 
my fifter, then my mamma (as flie 
has none) will be hers ; wont you, 
madam ?' The amiable Countefs 
put an arm round each : * Yes, 
dear girls, I will be mother to both ; 
they have hard hearts indeed, Louifa, 
whom that countenance will not 

foften/ 
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foften/— During this fpeech, I had 
caught hold of her hand, and burft- 
ing into tears, thanked her as well 
as my little heart, throbbing with 
gratitude, would permit. 

'* After repeatedly taking leave, 
and as often returning, the Coun- 
tefs and Julia parted ; for a while 
we were very forrowful, but at 
length, time (that common reliever) 
foothed our grief, and we became 
excellent companions. We learned, 
played, and llept together. At my 
firfl arrival in the convent, I had 
not even been taught to read, but 
on fome pains taken with me, I 

learned 
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learned with fuch eagernefs, as de- 
lighted Madame du Saints who 
treated us more with the tendernefs 
of a mother, than the fuperiority of 
a miflrefs. 

'* Eight years glided away im- 
perceptibly; the Countefs had as 
, many times vifited her daughter* 
not unmindful of her promife, flie 
honoured me with a degree of fond- 
nefs, the more flattering, as in her 
prefents to Julia, never was I for- 
gotten • At the end of this period, 
Julia returned to England for a (hort 
time to vifit her father, whom fhe 
had not feen for the time before 

mentioned. 
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mentioned. So grieved were we at 
parting, that the Countefs entreated 
I might accompany her, promifing 
to bring us both back in a month. 
— * Gladly, my dear madam, would 
I grant your requcft, faid Madame 
du Saint, but daily I exped: to heal* 
from her friends; fhould any of 
them come in her abfence, how 
could I excufe it ?' — The Countefs 
acquicfced, and with a promife of 
my friend's quick return, wc 
parted. 

** As the abbefs furmifed, fo it 
happened ; for about a week after, 
the perfon who fiift brought me, 

paid 



( =36 J. 

rig I liTiTr'j 311H ■'*^'Tr .ti»c rtlg* li^irr' CCCd— 
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fefTTTOy'T rrrrryj gccgg ttrttTrcMffirp all 
' fioiif , I laspzr icc viH ctfffr.'ig it« I 
tifiii z^ ijiCjcism csf fc^gnrfr^ipty bat 
frzjm haij MchiUc, scad haiiilj ex- 
cIL&ijmGdy ' How docs mj dear mam- 
ma r — ^aiul when docs Jolia rctom T 
— • Mamma, Mils V — ^(lid (he, he- 
fitadng. Aladame da Saint reme- 
died my miftake, by explaining my 
calling a young lady in the convent, 
Mer; and her mother permitting 

me 



^37 ) 

me to ufe that liberty with hen 
The woman prefently regained her 
confequence, obferving, * young la- 
dies (hould not be too talkative nor 
afk queftions ; but ftay till their el- 
ders thought proper to fatisfy thein 
in every thing that was proper for 
them to know/ * Believe me, ma- 
dam, faid I with fpirit, had I at 
firft recoUeded you, the queftion 
had been fpared : were my Julia 
and her mother here, I fhould have 
no inquiries beyond the convent 
walls/ Madame du Saint gave me 
a look of difapprobation, and or- 
dered me to my apartment. * Stop, 
Mifs, (faid Mrs. Maftcrs, for fo was 

(he 
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ihe called) beware of ingratitude, 
your family has fuffered fcvercly for 
it/ * Indeed, madam, you accufe mc 
unjuftly, lam extremely grateful for 
the happy fituation I enjoy; but you 
muft pardon me if I prefer the 
friends I have feen, to thofc who 
never honoured me with their pre* 
fence/ * Well, Mifs, returned (he, 
let it pafs : what improvements have 
you made ?' Madame du Saint in-« 
formed her I fpoke French, and 
Italian, perfectly well ^ and played 
on the harpfichord, and painted 
tolerably. Mn. Mailers looked 
aftonifhed, and objeded to the laft 
articles, as increafing the expence 

beyond 
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beyond what my guardian allowed. 
* Not in the leaft, faid the abbcfs, 
we teach her ourfel ves, and fhe learns 
with fuch facility, 'tis a pleafurc to 
inftru6t her. I have found her the 
gentleft temper I ever met with, and 
am extremely forry (he has faid any 
thing to give you offence.' The kind* 
nefs with which the abbefs fpoke^ 
forced from me what infolence could 
not cffcA } and the tears which 
pride had fliiled^ found way and 
rolled plenteoufly down my cheeks. 
' If i have behaved in a manner to 
need an apology, from a lady like 
Madame du Saint, I am confcious 
I am wrong« Pardon me. Madam, 

(turning 
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(turning to Mrs. Maftersr) the good- 
nefs of that lady, and fomc others, 
have fpoiled me, but I will endea- 
vour to learn humility/ She wras 
pleafed to unbend her brow at my 
fubmiffion, . faying (he had no doubt, 
I fhould be well provided for, if I 
merited it. After fettling her bufi- 
nefs with the abbefs (with whom 
(he left money to clothe me) (he 
made me happy by her departure. 
* I am extremely forry, faid Madame 
du Saint, that you fliould fay any 
thing, Mrs Matters may conftruc 
into an offence 5 fhe may think you 
ill taught, and remove you to fome 
other place; and indeed, Louifa, I 

fliould 
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ihould be forry to part from you.' 
Had (he fpoke for hours, fhe could 
not have done it more efFe<Slually j 
the idea of being parted from my 
real friends, painted my imprudence 
in the ftrongeft light, and I pro- 
mifed, fhould fhe return again, to 
behave with the greateft humility 
and circumfpeftion. 

'* The Countefs brought her 
daughter about the time appointed ; 
Julia haftily embraced the abbefs, 
and flew to our apartment, to feek 
me. After mutual carelTes, I inform- 
ed her of the behaviour of Mrs. 
Matters : ' Indeed, replied the lively 

Julia, 
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Julia, I have been as little happy as 
jourfelfy for of all the odd mortals, 
fure my father is the ftrairgeft : he 
has the gout to a violent degreei 
which adds to his native peevifhncfs. 
Lady Melville bears all with the 
patience of a faint, appearing only 
to feel his ill humour, when level- 
led at my brother or me. My 
brother, Louifa, is the lovelieft 
youth I ever faw, four years older 
than me, now in his fevcnteenth 
year; but I cannot defcribe him; 
let his pifture fpeak for him' — fo 
faying, ihe ihewed me a minia- 
ture of Lord Gray, on which, as 
we were paffing^ our comments, 

Madame 
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Madame du Saint entered the roam« 
• Why, Julia, faid flie, you have 
ilcarcely told me how you do ; you 
were in fuch a hurry to fee your 
friend, that you forgot compliments: 
how do you like England ?* Really, 
Madame, I don't know : I faw little 
but our own family ? Papa's gout 
was fo bad, it intirely confined 
Mamma, and he was fo crofs, that 
if I was cheerful, I was a hoyden 
a convent could not tame. If fe- 
rious, I had learnt gloominefs from 
Nuns who languiQied for the world, 
they had renounced in a pet. My 
^brother. Lord Gray, was not more 
fortunate ; if hefead he was a book- 
worm. 
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Vorm,~if gay, a fpendthrift,— if 
grave he was confidering what was 
the beft game to lofe his eftate at* 
for he perfedlly well knew, that 
hazard and billiards^ were attended 
to at Oxford (where my brother 
has lately been) with more avidity 
than literature/ I know not how 
long Julia would have run on, had 
not Madame du Saint interrupted 
her gravely, with, * You are fpeak- 
ing of your father. Lady Julia ; — 
but whofe pidure have you there ?' 
*My brother's. Madam, faid £he(pre- 
fenting it) ; he is to travel in three 
years, at which time we may hope 
to fee him, and as I would not have 

Lottifa 
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Loiiifa a firahger to her relations, I 
have brought this likenefs, that fhe 
may know him when they meet/ 
' Your father faid with great juft- 
nefs, a convent had not tamed you, 
replied Madame du Saint fmilihg ; 
for you are a fad little mad cap.* 

*' I fhall pafs over three years, 
in which nothing material happened 
at the convent ; Lady Julia was in 
continual expeflancy of being fent 
for home. For me, I knew I had 
more than a year to ftay, from the 
money advanced by Mrs. Maftersj 
how much longer was uncertain, 
and would to me have been imma« 
Vol. I. H terial 



( 146 ) 

terial had Julia remained ; but I 
looked forward to her departurcp 
•with the utmoft regret, 

^* At length the dreaded time 
arrived, the Countefs of Melville 
came to Abbeville, her fon attend- 
ing her; he was on his route to 
Paris, but had gained permiffion to 
fee his fifter in his way. Lady 
Melville purpofed returning to 
England in three weeks with her 
daughter : and that fhe might not 
be feparated from her fon before he 
fet out for Paris, hired an Hotel 
ready furniflied. My friend Julia 
took her leave of the convent the 

day 
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^ay after her arrival ; the forrow of 
both parties was ib violent, and 
Lady Melville fo warmly entreated 
Madame du Saint, that fhe gave 
petmiffion I (hould pafs the days 
with Julia at their Hotel, when 
they did not come to the convent* 

^' Lady Julia and myfelf made 
good ufe of the permiffion obtained ; 
we were never afunder. The day 
of my firft vifit. Lady Melville hap- 
pened to be out with a lady fhe 
formerly knew in the convent, and 
Julia introduced me to her brother* 
* Auguftus, faid fhe, receive your 
other lifter; though laft, don't let 
Ha her 
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her be leaft in your afFedion/ He 
faluted me refpcdfully. ' Your re- 
queft is eafily granted, Julia ; would 
Mifs Villars deign to favour me with 
her friendfhip, on my part it could 
not be fecondary/ Totally unufed . 
to the converfation of men, I flam- 
mered out, ^ You do me honour, 
my Lord/— and remained filent* 
Lady Melville entered almoft im- 
mediately, and after common com- 
pliments, obferved, I was grave. * Til 
give you the reafon, Madam, faid 
Julia, {he is afhamcd before my 
brother ; I know by myfelf, when 
I was in England, and for years 
had feen no man, but our old jolly 

prieft, 
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pricft, who ufed.to fay mafs to the 
Nuns, I was afraid to look my 
father in the face; and his crofs 
looks did not decreafe my fear/ 
continued flic, whifpering her bro- 
ther, too low to be heard by the 
Countefs, who had taken my hand. 
* Peace! wild girl: I wifli Louifa 
had fome of your fpirits ; flie is too 
much affedled at lofing fuch a mad 
cap : but, my dear girl (turning to 
me), fliould your friends take you 
from the protection of Madame du 
Saint, (as doubtlefs by your age they 
foon will) and things in England 
ihould not anfwer your wiflies, in 
Lady Melville fliall you find reaU 
H 3 ized. 
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ized, the tender appellation yom 
, formerly honoured me with/— Lord 
Gray joined us^ ere I could anfwer;. 
he had been at the window with 
Julia, and I could only thank the 
Countefs with a look^ which,, had it 
fpoke my foul, meant refpedt and 
evcrlafting gratitude. * Do you 
know. Madam, faid he, you pofTefs 
a treafure without knowing it ? 
Mifs Villar's pidure V ' 'Tis with- ' 
out knowing it indeed^ Auguftus, if 
I have it.' ^ Then, Madam, when you 
return to Weft Park, look in the 
gallery at that inimitable pidure of 
Hope, and if you don't allow the 
Juftice of what I advance, I'll fub- 

V 



( 151 } 

KKiit never to give my opinion of 
likeneffes again/ * Really on re- 
colledlion^ faid (he, 'tis a ftrong 
refemblance ;. but now you talk of 
pidturcs, Louifd. and J ulia (hall ex- 
change portraits before they part r 
Louifa's will remind you, Julia, how- 
well gravity fets on a young woman». 
and yours will, I hope, remind 
Lduifa that fhe has a fifler- 

^ Lady MelviHe tooL us in the^ 
afternoon to the houfe of a painter, ' 
to whom we fat,, on his promifing 
to finifli the miniatures in a fort* 
night. As the day was fine, we: 
all preferred walking to the ufe of 
H 4 ' tha 
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the carriage : juft as we reached 
home, two Englifli gentlemen, 
whom the Countefs knew, overtook 
us, and as they expreffed a defire to 
ce Lord Gray before his departure^ 
Ihe intreated their company to tea. 
* Auguflus, Taid Lady Melville, I 
bring you two welcome vifitants 
Lord Caftlebrook, and Mr. Dan^ 
vers.'—* Caftle brook, I rejoice to 
• fee you ; Mr. Dan vers, you do me 
honour. — Gentlemen, give me leave 
to introduce you to my fifters.' — * I 
have ever heard, faid Mr. Danvers, 
Lady Melville fpoke of as poflef- 
ling the moft extenfive humanity; 
common report for once was true, 

. fo^ 
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for nothing but the general peace of 
mankind could have induced Her to 
hide two fuch divinities fo long in 
a cloifter/ — I faw the blufh which 
warmed my cheeks, at this com- 
pliment refledted on Julia's, and 
the timidity (he laughed at in the 
morning, {he felt in the evening. 

*^ The gentlemen remained at 
Lady Melville's till the time I re- 
turned to the convent, ^ When that 
lady ordered the coach to be ready 
to take me home, our vifitors 
feemed extremely furprifed. * I beg 
pardon. Madam, faid Mr. Danvers, 
but does not this young lady returm 
Us to 
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to England with you ?* ^ No, fafd 
fhc, her friends wife her to remain 
fome time longer in France/ 

*' I foon after wiflied them a 
good night, and returned home, at- 
tended by the Countefs's woman, 
and Lord Gray, who infifted on ac- 
companying us to the convent gate. 

*' I had fcarcely paid my devoirs 
to Madame du Saint in the morning, 
when the Countefs's coach arrived 
for me ; 'twas not too foon for my 
wiflies, I haftily entered it, and in 
a quarter of an hour embraced Julia. 
Lady Melville was rather indifpofed, 
t and 
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and had dcfired not to be difturbcd ;^ 
Lord Gray and his fifter were at 
breakfaft alone;^ *^I know not how,, 
faid Julia, I ami to live in. that foggy, 
elrmate, where I am* going without 
,you, Louifi, for in this pure air I 
Scarcely exift^ in your abfence/ 
* AfFedlion, my dear Julia, makes 
every air falutary / replied I : ^ ** you 
have lady Melville ;•?— but what re- 
mains for me,, when^ with yourfelf 
you take from? me all that^ makes 
life defirablev. *- You are 43 nju ft td* * 
give all your gentle wiftics to Eng- 
lan-d,' faid Lord Grayy, *refervea-^, 
fmall portion for the continent, 
they ftiall be repaid with in tereft, I 
H6 aflurc 
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aflure you.* * I muft ever efteem 
every one related to Julia, my Lord, 
in whatever clime heaven may place 
either them or me/ — * Happy they, 
Mifs Villars, who poflefs your ef- 
tcem, but doubly bleft they, who, 
like Julia, can boaft your afFedlion/ 
Lady Melville foon joined us, and 
ihortly after the fervant announced 
Lord Caftlebrook and Mr. Dan vers j 
thofe gentlemen remained with us 
all day* The former, when he ad- 
^refled. Julia, 'twas with an emo- 
tion, that unexperienced as we 
were, was not loft upon us. When 
we were alone I mentioned it. * 'Tis 
very true, faid flie, I obfervcd it, 

and 
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and am pleafed he is to remain 
abroad two or three years : I fhould 
not chufe to be continually in com- 
pany with fuch an amiable man 5 
perhaps I might humour myfelf by 
liking him, while on his fide, it 
might only be unmeaning gallantry. 
My brother told me this morning, 
he thought of making the tour with 
him ; for Mr. Dan vers, he is on his 
return ; but what think you of him, 
Louifa? forlamfurehe thinks of you, 
Laft night when you returned home, 
he aiked mamma your name and fa- 
mily 5 £he informed him the firfti but 
faid, I have not the honour to be ac- 
quainted with the laft« She is aa 

amiable 



amiable girl, and I fincerely wifli (he 
wasf returning to England, for Julia 
will leave her heart in the convent/ 
**Has (he been long in France ?' faid» 
Dan vers, *^ Something more than 
eleven years:, fhe vvas then about. 
iiVe, Julia and flie went under the^ 
eare of Madame du: Saint,, the fame 
day/ He politely thanked the 
Gountefs for her information. Now 
what think you^ Louifa? has not: 
^is man fome reafons for his quef- 
tions?- — ^ Ihope not, replied I, there 
is a confidence about him that makes^ 
him difagreeable; befidc, my deap 
girl, from my being with you, he 
may imagine me a girl of fortune;i 

were 
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were he affiired to the contrary, -H 
dare fay, I fhould not be worth, a^ 
thought J 

^ In fine,^ my dear Madam, I^ 
was at Lady Melville's' every day for- 
^ fortnight ;. our Englifh vifitors>, 
during that fpace, never omitted^ 
paying their compliments to tha. 
Countefs^^ 

**" One morning when I went as \ 
ufual, I found the C(5untcfs and 
Julia alone. . * I have received a 
^ letter concerning you, Louifa, this ^ 
morning : I may as well inform 
you of the contents, before Julia ; 

for 
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for I fuppofe you are miftrefles of 
each others fecrets ; but here's the 
letter, let it fpeak for itfelf/ faid 
flie, prefcnting it : 'twas nearly ia 
thefe words. 

^^ I know not how to apologize 
^^ for troubling your ladyfliip ; but 
*^ my utter ignorance of MifsVillars's 
*^ family, muft plead for me : could 
'^ you through your intimacy with 
*• the abbefs favour me with theirad- 
*^ drefs, I would wait on them, and 
^' beg permiffion to lay myfelf and 
*^ fortune at the amiable Louifa's 
*' feet." 



4f 
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** To this purport was the letter* 
* Well, Louifa, faid the Countefs, 
what think you ? — You may con- 
vince Mrs. Mafters, when (he 
comes, you can be well provided 
for, without her affiftance. Mr, 
Danvers' eftate is large, himfelf 
amiable, and I think you can have 
no objedion of informing her whea 
flie returns, of this generous pro- 
pofaU* 

• Believe me, Madam, I am tho-» 
roughly fenfible of my unhappy de- 
pendant ftate ; but feverely as Vfeel' 
it, I would not change, by repay- 
ing Mr. Danvers' generofity with 

ingratitude ; 
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ingratitude ; for young as I am, if I 
know my own heart,. I could not 
eftcem bim. Pardon my boldnefsj» 
Madam, but let me intreat you not 
to have this affair mentioned, ta 
Mrs, Mafters, who doubtlefs wilt 
]3e glad to get me o£F her hands,. 
For Mr. Dan vers, when he knows^ 
I have no one (except your lady- 
(hip) who intereft themfelves about 
me, beyond the common wants^ o£ 
nature, I hope he will think me 
unworthy y and - forget any little. 
prepofTeflion he may have entertained 
in my favour/ * My dear girl,^ re- 
turned {he, don't diftrefs yourfelf,, 
it fhall not, if you diflike it, bcL 

mentioned^ 
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mentioned. I'll anfwer Mr. Dan-^ 
vers as well as, I can. — But I have 
another propofal to make you: as. 
Mrs. Mafters fpoke of you as de- 
pendant on your guardian, if they^ 
approve it, I will take the trouble 
off their hands, and think myfelf 
much their debtor^ I {hall defira 
the abbefs to propofe it when Mrs. 
Mafters comes, for (he has no di* 
redlion to them *j, indeed their pay* 
ing fo many years board in advance, 
had always ah air of privacy, as i€ 
they feared more frequent payments^ 
would put them to the neceffity of 
coming over, or giving drafts, bjp 
which they might* be known*' — 
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^ Ah, madam ! half an hour fince 
I thought Lady Melville could not 
confer on me more obligations than 
I had already received ; — but hovr 
can I thank you for this laft, this 
generous offer ?'— ^ — * By faying no- 
^ thing about it, faid fhe, but wip- 
ing JVIaflers may come foon, alaAj 
accept my propofal. I have n 



feen Madame du Saint to-day ;'T 
will go and talk of this matter with 
her/ 



'* Lord Gray, and his friend 
Caftlebrook, came in foon after; 
the firft of thofe gentlemen appeared 
thoughtful. [ What is the matter, 

Auguftus?' 
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Auguftus ?* faid Julia. * I have an. 
extreme pain in my head, replied 
he ; but 'twill pafs ofF,' heed it not/ 
,^ Perhaps the air may remove it,* 
faid Lord Caftlebrook 5 ' what fay 
you to a walk in your own garden ?* 
* I think it would be of eflential 
fervice to me, if the ladies will fa- 
"^ur us with their company?' * j^Ions 
done ! faid Julia, if you promife to* 
return quite well, we agree/ Lord 
-Caftlebrook immediately offered his 
hand to Julia. Lord Gray followed 
his example to me, and we walked 
into a delightful garden that joined 
the houfe* 
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^' I remarked on giving my hand 
to Lord Gray, he trembled ex- 
tremely, (Julia and her companion 
walked gaily on.) ' Alas J my Lord, 
I fear you are worfe. Til call Julia 
back/ ^ A moment I entreat you, 
charming Mifs Villars — pardon me 
—pardon my abruptnefs, when I 
beg you to inform me whether 
Danvers is happy enough to meet 
your approbation/ ^ He is rather 
happy, my Lord,' faid I, extremely 
confufed, * in not meeting it j the 
approbation of an unfortunate like 
me, would be of little fcrvice to any 
one/ 

^ Thanks, 
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^ Thanks, amiable Louifa I— 
J live, I breathe again ; were the 
world Danvers's, I jQiould not envy 
iiim, could I but obtain a fmall 
portion of that gentle affedlion, 
which fo apparently beams in thofc 
heaven-illumined eyes — I then were 
fupremely bleft/ ^ Forbear, my 
Lord,' £aid I, withdrawing my 
hand, which as he fpoke he prefl 
to his lips : * you forget what is due 
to yourfelf and me ; if this is the 
gallantry I have heard is pradtifed 
in the great world, pray b^ftow k 
where it is better underftood i think 
not the favours of Lady Melville, 
beilowed on one who would encou- 
rage 
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rage her fon to behave in a mariner 
unbecoming his rank and future 
profpedts in life.* * Cruel Louifa, 
why tell me of favours ? — to Lady 
Melville — to the whole world, will 
I avow my unalterable afFeftion/ 



4€ 
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Lady Julia had reached the end 
of the walk, and now appeared in 
light on her return. * Come, my 
Lord, faid I, let us hafte to meet 
your fifter/ * Pardon me firft, re- 
turned he, and do not hate me/ 
• Promife to offend no more, and 
your pardon's granted/ * Grant 
me one more requeft then, and I'll 
promife any thing, and keep my 

wjord 
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word with the mod religious 
ftridtnefs/ — V Name it, my Lord/ 
* Do not engage yourielf to mar- 
ry any one within this twelve- 
month/ — ' I believe I may venture 
to make that promife without dan- 
ger (faid I, fmiling), as I (hall re- 
main in the convent that portion 
of time at Icaft/ 

'* Lord Caftiebrook and Julia 
now joined us, and we haftcned 
home to dinner, as it grew near 
the hour. 

" The Countefs returned foon 

after, fhe had brought home the 

Vol. I. I minia- 
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miniatures* * Wear thofe, myde^r 
girls, faid ftp, tiW.you meet again, 
which I hope will be (hortly/ 
We fixed them roned each other's 
necks, not without a ligh at the 
idea of our approachiog reparation. 

** Mr. Danvers came in foori 
after ; he carefully fought an op- 
portunity to fpeak to me, which I 
avoided as much as poiUble. 

/'I gave Julia an item I had 
fomething to fay to her, and at the 
time I took. my leave, 'I wifli, 
madam, faid (he to the Countefs, 
you would permit me to deep to 

night 
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night in the convefnt ; I have not 
half taken leave of fonic I refpcdt 
much/-^* Go, fkid the indulgent 
rtiother, and rrtUrnvwith Louifa 
foon in the moYnitig/ 

** No fooner were we alone, 
than I opened my whole heart to 
Julia, and informed her of my fixed 
refoliition of telling Lady Melville 
what had paffed. • * Well, faid 
flie, laughing, what can my mo- 
ther fay to it ? She, 1 bdlieve. 
Would be as hippy to fee you Lady 
Gray, as Auguftus could be to make 
you fo*5 but my father is a ftrange 
mortal, fo let the year of probation 
1 2 pafs> 
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pafs, lie cannot fteal you out of 
the convent. My mother, if fhc 
knew, out of miftaken duty, might 
tell my father, and the poor fel- 
low would lead an ill life, for dar- 
ing to have a choice that was not 
made through his fpedacles/ 

*' Wc chatted beft part of the 
night, and in the morning, after 
compliments to the Abbefs, hafted 
to Lady Melville. ' Well, Lo.u- 
ifa, faid £he, I have given Mr* 
Danvers as genteel a denial as I 
poflibly could, but I fear you will 
not get quit of him fo eafily 5 he 
regards my faying; I am not ac- 
quainted 
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quairited with your friends, as aa 
cvafive method of cxcufing myfelf 
from favouring his pretcnfions/. 

* When I am entirely in the 
convent, as at your Ladyfhip's de^- 
parture I fhall be, abfence will 
cure-fo ill-placed a paffion/ Lord 
Gray entering, put an end to our 
difcourfe. * I have had letters 
from England this morning, ikid 
Lady Melville i your father,. Au- , 
guftus, thinks you almoft at Paris^ 
and indeed it is time you were fct 
out/ — * My father, my dear ma- 
dam, forgets how difficult it is to 
part from thofe we love (kiffing. 
I 3 the 
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the Countefs's hand/— ^* Yet more, 
faid fhe, he experts us home in a 
week at fartheft, and he would 
be exceedingly difpleafed did you 
not 4<^part fifft, fo what think you 
of to-morrow ? we muft go thi? 
4ay fqllQwing/, ^ Wh^t tiijic you 
pleaie, I fh^ll fubmit, faid Au-r 
guftus^ figbing, but I i»pft fencj 
JjOfd . Caftlcbrook word to pre- 
pare, as we go ta Paris together/ 

" Lord Gray left Abbeville at 
the time appointed,; ^The evening 
before, when heattended moas ufual 
to the convent gale, he fajuted me 
r>efpe(afully ; * Farewell, Mifs Vil- 

lars i 
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lars ; fometimes favour with' a 
place in your remembrance, a man 
from whom your idea will never 
be abfent,^— •* Adieu, my Lord, 
every felicity) attend you/ faid I,. 
ringing a<i die convtsnt gate, 
which the portreft immediately 
opening, he. thucw himfelf into 
the coach (which the governefs had 
not quitted on account of a vio- 
lent (hower of rain) and returned, 
home. 

**, I took care to be rather late 
in my attendance at Lady Mel- 
ville's the next morning. Lord' 
Gray was fet out more than an 
I 4 hour, * 
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hour. Julia was alone, and her 
eyes ftill bright with tears. ■' I 
have felt feverely to day, faid fhe, 
but what /halil fuffer to-morrow, 
to part from the fifter of my heart? 
Poor Auguflus, too, has by no 
means a mind at eafe ; the uncer-» - 
tainty of your fituation, fear o( 
finding yo\ir afFcdions engaged at 
his return, all confpire to torment 
hira ; for heaven's fake, my deaf 
girl, think of him with kindnefs, 
do not love the fifter and hate the 
brother; divide your partiality be- 
tween us/ * Good heaven ! faid 
I, interrupting her^ do I hear you 
an advocate for difobedience and 

ingrati- 
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ingratitude? You qwn the un*- 
certainty of my fituation, yet urg<^ 
me to encourage Lord Gray to 
aft in a manner that muft for tvctc 
cftrange him from his parents^ 
For (hame, Julia ! (hake off thi$^ 
girlifh folly, nor let the in treaties > 
of your brother, hurried on by a., 
youthful paflion, make your forgeft 
what is due to. his fanvily ?iadi 
honour/ 

^ Unkind^ Louifa T what if pre*- 
vailed on by Auguftus's fighs. to> 
ftep a little afide from dutyi andi 
plead his paflion ; were you his. 
fifterj and I Louifa, wo.uid yoa 
' I S not 
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not do as much ? I heve fttn his 
uneafinefs fotne t^me> and teazed 
the eaufe from, bim,. by promifing 
tp/ be his advocate, and to keep 
Ws; fecret inviolate, both which I 
WiU atsi&ly perform, 

*^ VVe paffed the day together; 
every little abfence of Lady Mel- 
yille's Julia employed in inter-* 
ceding for her brother, and thougl^ 
I would by no means promife her 
to think of him with tendernefs> 
to you, my dear madam #. let every 
fecret of my heart be difcovered. 
I own, continued Louifa, deeply 
blufhing, did my fortune permit, 

I could 
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I cduld eile^m Lortf Gray beyond 
all mankind • nay. more, I fliould 
haveJtold Julia fo^ had it been an 
ia-different pcrfon, but (he lov^d 
hfcr brother too. well to keep any 
thing from hinl (he imagined 
concerned- his peace. ' 

'* The next morning feparated 
me from Lady Melville and my 
friend Julia ^ painful to this hour 
is our parting; our voices inter- 
rupted with fighs, copld,only fob, 
— farewell Julia, — adieu Louifa* 
The Countefs, ever gentle media- 
trix, reminded us Mrs. Mafters's 
tim^e of coming would foon ar- 
I 6 rive; 
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rive; that (he had no doubt of her 
offer being accepted, and then w^ 
might remain together the reft of 
our lives. At laft they got in 
the carriage ; I hid my face, that I 
might not fee ^ them depart, Ma- 
dame du Saint's rhetoric being 
vain, till tears exhaufled my fource 
of forrow. 
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My fweet friend arrived fafe: 
in England ; often did fhe favour 
me with letters 5 if Auguftus was 
mentioned, it was without parti- 
cularity, as (he well knew the Ab-.^ 
befs faw all letters that were re- 
ceived 
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ceived by the boarders in the 
convent. 

^* Near ten months bad paffcd 
fince their departure, when one 
day I was defired to go down to 
the parlour j I obeyed, and to my 
great furprife, found Mrs, Maf- 
ters, whom I did not cxped for 
two months at leaft, • Merciful 
goodnefs, exclaimed £be, as I en- 
tered, how (he is grown ! I pro* 
teft fhe is quite a woman/ Re- 
memljering how I difpleafed her 
in her lafl yifit, I accofled hec 
with the greateft refpeft, whicli 
made her obferve, I was much im- 
proved 
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proved in my manners as well as 
perfon ; that it was entirely in her 
power to leave me in the convent 
three years longer, or take me 
back to England with her ; that as 
I feemed -to know how to' behave 
myfelf, {be believed (he fhould do 
the latter. Madame du Saint 
mentioned the Countefs's defirc* 
of having me with her, adding, 
I fhould be equally her care with: 
her own daughter. 

* I do not know what anfwer 
to give, faid Mrs. Mafters, but 
will name it to the young lady's 
guardian; if he approves it, we 

can 
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can inform the lady on our return^ 
For you, Mifs Villars, prepare 
yourfelf to leave the convent to- 
morrow morning, as I fhall call 
for you at that time, and indeed 
mufl: return to England as foon a$ 
I can a little recover my fatigue/ 
A bow of obedience was all the 
anfwer in my power, but when I 
faw her depart, my tears found 
way. ' Alas ! faid I, where is 
this woman going to take me ? 
You fee, madam, there is np hope 
of her letting me be with Lady 
Melville, nay, (he fears youefteem 
me, which makes her determined 
to hurry my departure. Good 

3 God I 
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God ! to what fecret horrid place 
am I going ? Would to heaven I 
could die, and .efcape both her^, 
and him fhe calls my guardian, for 
my idea of him is equal to the dif- 
like I have to her.' 

^ You are unjuft, my dear childV. 
to form rafh conjedures of thoft 
you never faw, by the behaviour 
of a low-bred woman, who I 
dare fay is nothing more than a» 
fervant; think how, in your in- 
fant years, the Almighty placedt 
you where you have ever been, 
happy. What have you done to 
doubt his protection ? be virtuous,. 

and 
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and you have no caule to fear/- 
' Their fecret manne;- of behaviour, 
thy dear madam, returned I, is 
what alarms me ; why fhould even 
their names be concealed ? if their 
deeds were fit to fee the light, I 
am apt to think they would not be 
fo darkly tranfafted/ 

* You know, my dear Louifa, 
the Countefs of Melville will al- 
ways be 'happy to give you aa 
afylum fhould you want it; nay 
more, to calm your fears, if any 
thing fhould happen, to render 
that inconvenient, return to thia 
peaceful habitation ; though not 

greatnefsji 
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greatnefs, here fhall you meet 
content. For the prefent you 
mud prepare yourfelf to attend 
Mrs. Maflcrs ; a vlfible relu&ance 
to go with her, at all events, muft 
injure you in her opinion i appear- 
ances are often deceitful, you may 
be very differently fituated to what 
you expert; and here, my dear 
Louifa, continued (he (giving me 
a. fmall paper from her pocket- 
book), is an Englifh note I received 
in payment, fome time iince ; at 
all events, it will enable you to 
reach either the Countefs or me/ 

^^ It is necdlefs, my dear ma- 

dam. 
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dam, to repeat to you my thanks 
to the Abbefs, or my forrow at 
parting from her ; for Mrs. Maf- 
ters was true to her time. My 
te^rs, at feeing myfrlf (hut on the 
outfide t;hc convent gat^ amassed 
|ny cpncjuftref?, who^ exclaifla,cd» 
-^^ W^Ua bjef^ me^ but.thi« k 
furppjfingj a. girl qf ftventeea 
tryiQg to* Uftre a nunnery J-^fure 
you h^ye fosn^thing more engaging^ 
than the company^ of women^ atia 
thofc old onea?' Yes, Madam, faid 
I, piqued at her manner of treating 
m^, we have peace, harmony, 
and confidence in eagh other/ 
* And you have not much in me ? 

but 
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it to yoa Mr ; :^ . r.x * 
tCs, or my izrr^** i: 
a her ; for Mrs. ^li*- 
jc ta her time. My 
mg myfclf ihat on the 
c coavcnt gate aoiazed 
ludrcCs, who cxclaiimedv 
^1, bkfs met but.tbii is 
^j a girl of 
J kaye a nunatry! 
r^ ibsiethiug mofti 

company of " 
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lued at hcf 
|wc have 
confidence 
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but, Mifs, let me tell you, after 
what has been done for you, a dif- 
ferent mode of behaviour would 
better become the education be- 
ftowcd on you; if you was going 
with your Lady Melville, there 
would not be all this crying, I 
fuppofe.* * I have thie honour to 
be perfedly acquainted with Lady 
Melville, madam (returned r,and 
you, to whom I awe the mainte- 
Jiance of fo many years, I have not 
that pleafure/ • Well well, if 
that is all, we (hall be better ac-. 
quainted by and by ^ but dry your 
eyes, for we are almoft at ouf 
home.* Mrs. Mafters rcfided at 

the 
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the mofl capital inn in the town ; 
I carefully avoided mentioning I 
had been out before, for fear of 
giving her offence. A genteel din- 
ner was provided for us, of which, 
^rs. Mafters, after eating hearti- 
ly, and drinking more wine than 
I thought became a woman, pro-: 
tefled (he was Aill much fatigued, 
and if I would excufe it, could 
take a nap. I entreated I might 
not prevent her; that with her 
permiflion I would take a walk 
the while in a garden I faw frbm 
the window : ^ Go child, faid fhe, 
I fhall not fleep long/ I obeyed, 
direding my fteps to the garden, 

which 
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which had they bc€n left to their 
natural inftind, would have re- 
turned to the convent. 

** An arboijr terminated my 
walk, on the bench of which, 
throwing myfeif, I gave vent to^ 
the feelings of my heart; till fad- 
denly the found of feet interrujHed- 
me, and the moment after- pre-* 
fented to my aftoniibed eyes Mr. 
Dan vers ! 

^ Am I fo happy, faid he, oncci 
more to enjoy the pleafure of fee- 
ing Mifs Villars, without which, 
I was determined never to quit 

France 1 



France! For ten months painful 
watching, how greatly am I over- 
paid !' * I had hoped. Sir, replied 
J, when Lady Melville informed 
you, your afFedions were fb ill 
placed (as want of birth and for- 
tune muft make them), youwduld 
have forgot a paffibn, the objeft of 
which can only, think refpedlfully 
of your gcnerofity/ 

* Unkind Mifs Villars ! re- 
turned he ; it is your partiality to 
Lord Gray makes you refufe doing 
juftice to me, to yourfelf, for my 
fortune equals his, my paffioa 
none can equal. What elfe could 

keep 
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,keep me t^n months refident at an 
inn, where I knew every one that 
came to the convent mufl leave 
their horfes, and by that mean& I 
might leam your family, or fee 
jourfelf if you returned to your 
own country ?' * Believe me. Sir, 
faid I, the friendfhip I have for 
Lady Melville, and her amiable 
daughter, are alone the occafioa 
of what you call partiality to her 
fon, or if I did efteem him I think 
it needs no apology ; but as a 
friend, who is now my conduc* 
trefs home, is not apprized of my 
ever being out of the convent, you 
will grant me a favour by not no- 
ticing 
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ticing your having feen me before/ 
* Hard as that condition muft be, 
faid he, to any one acquainted 
with Mifs Villars, I acquiefce, 
but I have already feen your gover- 
nefs, whom I contrived to be in- 
troduced to laft night ; froiix her 
I learned (he came to fetch home 
a young lady named Villars, who 
had refided in this convent fome- 
thing more than twelve years, 
which, fhe faid, from the time of 
her entering, (he had never quit- 
ted; by that, my charming girl, 
I found flic was unacquainted with 
your vifitis td Irady Melville, con- 
Vol. I. K fequently 
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fcqucntly your fecret was fafc in 
my bofom/ 

** There was a confidence in his 
manner made mc repent my ever 
having quitted the convent to vifit 
Julia, as it put me to the difa- 
greeable neccffity of being obliged 
to a man I could not refpedt. I 
rofe to return to the houfc as he 
finifhed fpeaking, and attempted 
to take my leave, thanking him 
for. his generous intentions ; but 
entreating him to defift from pur- 
fuing an obje<ft who could never 
return his paffion. * And will you 
leave me fo, faid he ? Is this the 

reward 
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reward of my ten months painful 
watching ? Is it poffible, fo fair a 
bofom ftiould cover an obdurate 
heart? Thank me, at leaft, for keep- 
ing your fecret.' As he fpoke he 
caught me in his arms. 

* Keeping my fecret would be 
too dearly paid for, did it fubjedt 
me to infolence,' faid I, breaking 
from him, and quitting the ar- 
bour. He folio wed me, apologizing 
for his conduct, to which, as I 
made no anfwer, by the time we 
reached the houfe he appeared as 
much diffatisfied with what he 
K 2 termed 
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termed my pride, as I was wiu. 
his impertinence. 

*« Mrs. Mafters was flill fleep- 
ing^ how much did I wifh (he was 
a perfon to whom I could unbo- 
fom myfelf! Unufed to fccrecy, 
how painfully did I feel it! But a 
dread of her fealed my lips, and I 
locked up my thoughts in my own 
breaft, rather than participate them 
with one I could not think my friend. 

" She did not leave me long in 
my reverie, for, yawning, fhe pro- 
tefted fhe was guilty of prodigious 
rudenefs. I really was vain enough 

to 
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to think {he was going to apolo- 
gize to- me, but was foon con- 
vinced of my error, for rifing and 
adjufting her cap, fhe continued, 
* You muft know^ child, laft night 
the landlady entreated me to per- 
mit an Engli(h gentleman to drink 
tea with us, and as one Is always 
glad to fee our country folks, I 
readily confented ; indeed he was 
a vaft addition to our party, for 
he is a moil agreeable man, and 
promifed me his company this 
evening. I fhould be forry to ap- 
pear fo ill bred as to forget my 
engagements. ' * Excufe me, ma- 
dam,* faid I, extremely difcon- 
K 3 certed 
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certed to find they were already 
fo well acquainted — * as the gentle- 
man is to you a ftranger, perhaps 
the engagement is as well broke 
as kept/ * Pftiaw ! you are quite 
a little prude, and it is ridiculous 
to be angry with you -, time wil 
learn you life/ 

* As far as is confident with 
prudence, and the dignity of my 
fex, I hope it will/ 

' The dignity of afiddleftick!* 
exclaimed (he, and began hum- 
ming a tune; how long (he might 
have exerted her vocal powers, I 

know 
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know not, if Mr. Danvers had 
not been announced. But before 
I mention this meeting, I muft 
give you fome idea of the pcrfon 
of Mrs. Mafters. She feemed 
about the age of forty-four, her 
features appeared to have been 
tolerably handfome, v^ithout ever 
being ftrikingly agreeable; or an 
extreme colour, which fprcad over 
her face, and the corpulence of 
her (hape, which took from her 
every appearance of delicacy, 
perhaps made me judge too 
haftily. 

*' She received Mr. Danvers with 
K + the 
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the freedom of an old acquaint- 
ance, and the evening, between 
them, pafled joyoufly. For my 
part, my utter ignorance of 
what (he termed life, though it 
might prevent my fliinlng in their 
converfation, faved me from com- 
prehending feveral witticifms in- 
confiftent with the fenfe allotted 
to man, and derogatory to the 
modefty of woman, at Icaft .their 
loud laughs and (ignificant looks^ 
made me judge this was the fpe- 
cies of wit, dignified by the name 
of double entendre. In the courfe 
of the evening, Mr. Danvers faid 
he was obliged to return to Eng- 
land 
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land in a few days, and entreated 
permifSon to fee us fafe acrofs the 
water. As Mrs. Mafters did not 
feem to underftand the language 
of denial, leave was foon obtained, 
for I was" too infignificant to be 
confulted* 

*^ The following day we went 
to Calais, and the next I trod on my 
native land, and, nqtwithftanding 
my long abfence, and that before I 
had knowledge of* countries, a 
pleafing veneration feized mc on 
entering it ; every thing gave plea- 
fure, nor did I fee a face (except 
my conductors), but on which (to 
K 5 my 
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my thoughts) I could delineate 
benevolence and virtue. 



*• Mrs. Matters had conftantly 
declared her averfion to having 
any one fleep with her, but per- 
mitted me to lay in the fame 
chamber ; on the night of our ftay 
at Dover, we could not procure a 
room with two beds, as they af- 
fured us they were all occupied^ 
but I might have a chamber very 
near my conduftrefs's ; for her, 
ihe was fo taken up with the at- 
tention paid her by Mr. Danvers, 
that ihe fecmed to forget propriety 

in 
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in her own condudt, no wonder 
fhe negledled it to me. 

*' It was propofed we ftiould 
rife early, that we might reach 
London next day, at which place, 
Mrs. Mafters infornied me, (he 
fliould remain one day, and then 
continue her journey to the north 
of England; * there, faid fhe, I 
fhall refign my charge.' Though 
1 had no bright idea of my guar- 
dian, yet was any thing, I thought, 
to be preferred to her. For Dan- 
vcrs, I began to look on him as 
one of thofe men of whom I had 
read, that fuddenly transfer vio- 
K 6 lent 
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lent paffions from one objed to 
another^ and pleafed myfelf I was 
quit of his importunity. 

** When we parted for the night, 
Mrs. Mafters defired me to be 
ready by fix at lateft; • for, con- 
tinued fhc, we will go fixteen 
miles before breakfaft, by that 
meaps we (hall be in town early/ 

'* On returning to my cham- 
ber, I locked my door, and ex- 
amined every place very carefully, 
for though I had hopes Danvers 
had given me up, I could not ceafe 
to fear him. 

Uheafy 
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*' Uneafy thoughts, ever bufy 
when our heads prefs the pillow, 
obtruded themfelves, and pre- 
vented my fleeping; always ufcd 
to the profoundeft tranquillity, 
the continual buftle and noife of 
an inn, did not a little affift in 
diflurbing me, and I counted the 
clock ftrike two, ere I clofed my 
eyes. I flept perfedly found till 
the maid, by a gentle tap, in- 
formed me it was time to rife : as 
it \vas the month of November, 
and the morning exceeding dark, 
fhe brought a light, which as fhe 
gave to my hand, fhe defired me 
to fpeak low, for a lady was very 

fick 
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fick in the next room ; ^ and, con- 
tinued fhe, the gentlewoman that 
came with you, has been very an- 
gry with me for letting you fleep 
fo long ; fhe is dreiTed, and already 
below/ 

*' I made as much hafte as pof- 
fible, and went down to the par- 
lour; Mr. Danvers's fervant was 
Handing at the door ; ^ Mrs. Maf- 
ters is already in tfie chaife, Mifs, 
faidhe, and my mafter on horfe- 
back' (the way he travelled). I 
jumped into the chaife, begging 
pardon of Mrs, Matters, who 
wrapped up in her long cloak, ap- 
peared 
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peared either half afleep, or vio* 
lently out of humour. As fhc 
made no anfwer to my apologies, 
I remained filent for near half an 
hour, when I was ftiook from my 
inattention by a. churcfh clock at 
fome diftance ftriking five, * Blefs 
me, inadam/ faid I, I thought 
you did not intend to fet out till 
fix ; it is now only five/ She ftill 
made no anfwer : a kind of horror 
feized me. — ^ For God's fake, ma- 
dam, if I have offended you, pardon 
and fpeak to me/ In my energy I 
caught hold of her hand. • It is 
impoffiblc to keep filcnce when 

fo 
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fb beautiful a pleader fueSi' faid the 
voice of Danvers, whom, to my 
extreme confufion, I now found 
to be my companion. 
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that has appeared for fome years. This Fifth Edi- 
tion, excluiive of the above improvements, is erabeU 
li(hed with nineteen plates, whereas the French has 
but fix; the Barents Aclventures at Gibraltar are 
prohibited in the French and Dutch editions, but 
given in full lenerth in this Engliih impreffion. Price 
Half-a-C/own iewed. 

After the manner of Fielding's Life of Jonathan 
Wild, A New Produ£lion, with the Authorities 
<|uoted. Memoirs of Charles Price, or the 
Social Monster. 

Every trick, deception, fraud, &c. comes here be* 
fore the public, properly authenticated. 

The Editor has had, x)ot only the documents, but 
the particular circumftances of each cafe, from the 
parties injured \ to fpecify all the names would fill a 
newfpaper. 

Among thofe who have been defrauded, and af- 
lifted the Editor in compiling this extraordinary pro- 
duflion, appear Mr. Wigmore, Captain Williams, 
Mr, Power, Mr. Hancock, Mr. Titmus, Mr. Nott, 
Mr. Spilfbury, Mr. Reeves, Mr. Babs, Mr. Ro» 
berts, Mr. Donaldfon, &c. &c. 

Three whole length Portraits of Price are like- 
wife given, which reprefent him in his difguifes ; alio 
a fpecimen of his counterfeit and real hand writing. 
To which is added, a faithful Account of his Man- 
nei' of committing Forgeries on the Bank of England, 
and his Method of evading the Officers of Juitice for 
feveral Years ! Price 3s. 

MEMOIRS of JAMES GEORGE SEMPLE, 
commonly called the Major, or Major Semple, alias 
Cunningham. A Ninth Edition, with a great Num- 
ber oF additional Frauds, Tricks, and Deceptions of 
various Sorts. 

The relation of his various Frauds, Tricks, and 

Deceptions now extend to One Hundred and Sixty 

I pagst 
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Pages ; including a Lift of the Names of the Parties 
injured, and their Refidence on various paru of -the 
Continent, as well as England. 

Thefc Memoirs are |)ubliflied under the patronage 
of ieveral of the perlons who have been pillaged by 
the above f.Nindler. They have allb afliiied the 
Editor with the circiimltances of their lefpc^ive 
cafes ; the number is truly extenfive, and includes 
every rank, from the Peer down to hackney coa«.h- 
men and maid fervants. 

To which IS added, his Trial at the Old Bailey, 
and hit Portrait handlomely engraved. Price is. 6d* 

A New Edition of A TABLE of TRADES, 
for the afllftance of Parents and Guardians, and for 
the benefit of thofe young men who wifh ro pre fper 
in the world. Sht;wing what a nailer in every pro- 
fiflion lequiies as an apprentice feej what a jour- 
neyman can earn ; alfo what fum is necefiary to fet 
up a mafter in any trade; with fome inteiciling ad- 
vice to apprentices, malters, and parents. Th s ta- 
ble contains upwards of 300 piofeHlons. Price 
only IS. 6d« 

The Review for September 1 aft, ^mentions the above 
little book in the following terms : 

" Though the publiftier candidly tellf his readers 
that the plan of this table was taken horn Collicr*s 
Parents and. Guardians Diicftory, yet the arrange- 
ment is quite new. Collier'? book is not properly 
methodized, and is thrte times the price. The de- 
fers in that work are here re6lified ; there appear to 
be above three hundred different profeflions, with the 
neceffary defcriptions ; and at the end falutary ad- 
vice given, both to mafters and appi enilces, which 
will, if properly attended to, contribute to the hap- 
pinefs of both. This a moft valuable little book to 
the commercial or trading ranks of fociety. 
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